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BRIEFS
Pro-life students 

at the University 
of Calgary vowed to 
bring their graphic anti-
abortion display back to 
campus after pleading 
not guilty to trespassing 
charges. The University 
says the group is not 
following the rules, but 
the display comparing 
abortion to the 
Holocaust, the Ku Klux 
Klan and the genocide 
in Rwanda will be back 
on March 25.

After a brief closure 
due to flooding, 

Mount Royal’s bookstore 
is open with limited 
service and access. 
Updates are available on 
your MyMRC homepage.

After a problem with 
plagiarism, Mount 

Royal’s centennial 
logo contest is going 
ahead. Until March 25, 
visit mtroyal.ca/100 to 
vote for your favourite. 
The winner will receive 
$1,000 and see their 
logo become the 
“face” of Mount Royal’s 
100-year anniversary. 
Visit thereflector.ca for 
all the latest information. 

Under	the	microscope
Questions arise as research to play new role at MRU

We all know that research 
plays a huge part in the lives 
of university faculties. That’s 
why we all came to a college, 
right? But as Mount Royal 
makes the transition towards 
university status, many are 
wondering whether the 
students will suffer.

With instructors facing an 
increased workload, which has 
the potential to challenge the 
school’s reputation of placing 
education over academia, 
students and faculty alike 
have started to grow worried 
about a shift in priorities. That 
stigma is something Trevor 
Davis, Mount Royal’s senior 
vice-president of research, is 
quick to dispel.

“We’re not going to be just 
another university,” Davis 
insists. “We will be increasing 
research, but at the same time 
we will maintain a focus on 
education and teaching. Our 
instructors are here because 
they want to teach — that’s 
what attracted them to the job 
in the first place — so we need 
to keep that focus.”

Davis says that while more 
research will be conducted 
here, the majority of that 
work will involve students 
through in-class experiments 
and special projects, which 
will continue to foster 
and enhance the student 
experience.

“The potential benefit 
for students is high,” says 
Davis. “We’re looking for 
cutting-edge research, and 
that can come from student-
teacher interaction: including 
students as test subjects, 
having them participate in 
crucial experiments. Even 
methods of teaching can be 
a research topic, which can 
only come from the act of 
teaching. The possibilities are 
endless.”

But do the instructors taking 
on the extra work feel up to 
the challenge? And do they 
agree with Davis’ assertion 
that the students will excel 
rather than suffer?  

“There is some concern 
(amongst faculty members), 
but ultimately there’s a sense 
of excitement about what’s 
around the corner,” says 
David Hyttenrauch, president 
of the Mount Royal Faculty 
Association. “You can’t please 
everyone. But at this point I 
don’t think anyone’s going 
to leave because they’re not 
going to get what they came 
here for, which is a career 
in teaching. People here are 
generally optimistic.”

What Hyttenrauch doesn’t 
mention is the almost 
universal dissent from 
university faculties across 
Canada over the new federal 
budget presented in January. 
According to the Canadian 
Association of University 
Teachers, the budget made a 

huge mistake by not including 
initiatives for more academic 
research funding, a sentiment 
echoed by Marie Barnes, VP 
academic of Mount Royal’s 
Students’ Association.

“We’re passing around a 
petition in the offices calling 
for more research funding, 
because what the Harper 
government has offered is 
simply not enough,” says 
Barnes. “Students see the 
value of research, and we’ve 
seen great support for the 
petition so far.”

In a press release, the 
Association’s executive 
director James Turk fears that 
Canada will lose some of its 
top researchers to the United 
States, where President 
Barack Obama’s stimulus 
package includes more 
than $12 billion in research 
funding. 

“If you look at the relative 
size of our economy, that 
means we’d need more than 
$1 billion here just to keep 
pace,” Turk said in the release.

Trevor Davis, however, 
remains optimistic that any 
potential loss of researchers 
to the U.S. will not impact 
Mount Royal.

“We’re still an education-
focused institution, and 
always will be, so I don’t think 
we’re going to lose people,” 
says Davis. 

Ultimately, Davis expresses 
the excitement that practically 
everyone is feeling in light 

of the new change, and is 
adamant that Mount Royal 
will continue to be the same 
school everyone knows.

“We’re playing in a different 
pond now,” says Davis. “We’re 
fairly up there within the 
Canadian colleges, but once 
we become a university, we’ll 
be farther down the ladder. 
But I don’t think that’s going 
to influence how we act as 
an educational institution. 
We’re going to stick to our 
guns — we’re not going to be  
another Acadia.”

by Sean-Paul Boynton
The Reflector

Photo courtesy Mount Royal College External Relations

A Mount Royal student works on research in a lab. As the school becomes a university, research will play a bigger role — but 
will students be left behind?

Our		
instructors	
are	here		

because	they	
want	to	teach	
—	that’s	what		
attracted	
them	to	the	
job	in	the	

first	place	—	
so	we	need	
to	keep	that	

focus.		

Trevor Davis



March 19, 2009 • THE REFLECTOR 3

Mr.	Bush	
visits

Protesters arrested 
during demonstration

New	Wyckham	opens	with	a	bang
Wyckham House, Mount 

Royal’s independently owned 
student centre, celebrated 
the grand opening of a recent 
$13-million expansion with a 
big party on March 14.

The night’s celebrations 
included a reception with 
about 150 staff, alumni and 
community members; a speech 
by Travis McIntosh, president 
of the Students’ Association; 
and a sold-out concert by The 
Trews, an award-winning 
Canadian rock band.

“We’ve already been able 
to do some amazing stuff 
with the space that we did 
have,” McIntosh said. “Now 
we’re moving into this new 
phase where we’ve basically 
doubled our capacity. I think 
it represents a widening of our 
embrace of students.”

After 44 years of operation, 
Wyckham House’s new 
renovations represent a 
new phase for the Students’ 
Association, coinciding with 

the transition of Mount Royal 
from a college to a university.

“As we (become) a university 
there’s going to be a more 
diverse student population, 
and a greater amount of needs 
for the students,” McIntosh 
said. “Your personal life, your 
social life, (and) your views of 
the world kind of get shaken. 
I see us being here to offer 
support for students.”

McIntosh gave much praise 
for SAMRC staff members 
Brendan Correia and Josh 
Boser, the main organizers 
who coordinated all the food, 
entertainment, guests and 
publicity.

Stephanie Stone, the SA’s 
VP academic from 2002 to 
2004, has seen the Association 
expand since she was in office. 

“The new expansion is 
fabulous. The extra space is so 
important,” she said, noting 
the SA has kept to its key 
mission of serving the student 
membership.

Organizers hope the 
new Wyckham House will 
play a bigger role in the 

community, particularly by 
hosting events. In the past, 
Wyckham has hosted large 
and small concerts, famous 
speakers, seminars, Aboriginal 
round dances, graduation 
celebrations, political debates 
and more.

“What does it represent for 
the people in my constituency? 
Honestly? Not much,” said 
Ald. Brian Pincott, whose 
ward includes Mount Royal.

“I don’t think there’s a great 
connection with Mount Royal. 
But what I will take from 
this is . . . the symbolism of 
the design is opening a face 
to the community. While it 
means nothing to them (my 
community) now, I think it 
will mean something to them 
as they discover Mount Royal 
College.”

by Alan Mattson
News Editor

Photo by  Alan Mattson

Students’ Association President Travis McIntosh speaks 
to faculty member Marc Chikinda at the grand opening of 
Wyckham House’s latest expansion on March 14.

For coverage 
of The Trews 
concert see 

pg. 13

It was a flashback to 
December 2008 when former 
president George W. Bush 
successfully dodged two 
flying shoes thrown his way 
by an Iraqi journalist through 
what has been described as 
a symbolic attack. This time, 
it wasn’t just two shoes that 
went flying but an estimated 
250; coincidentally in the same 
month the Iraqi journalist, 
Muntadar Al-Zaidi, received 
three years in prison for his 
actions. 

Numerous Calgarians took 
part in the indicative imitation, 
by loading an art piece cannon 
equipped with bungee cords full 
of shoes and targeting a George 
W. Bush cardboard poster — a 
direct result of the anger and 
frustration felt by Calgarians of 
the former president’s visit to 
Calgary on Tuesday.

The crowd, made up of 
roughly 300 participants 
expressed their fury through 
large banners, signs, chants and 
costumes. “Go home Bush,” and 
booming voices declaring him 
a criminal were heard clearly 
along Stephen Avenue while a 
crowd of attendees to the event 
waited patiently in the -7C 

weather.
Overall the protest remained 

peaceful with the exception 
of four men being taken into 
custody by Calgary police on 
various charges. The police 
service had been contacted 
by organizers prior to the 
event and officers on the scene 
described the protest as mostly 
peaceful.

Since the announcement 
of his visit at the beginning 
of this year, roughly 20 
organizers, some from various 
organizations, put their heads 
together and began contriving 
Tuesday’s family-friendly 
protest. Human rights lawyers 
and activists wanted the 
federal government to bar the 
former president from Canada 
or have him prosecuted for 
crimes against humanity and 
war crimes once he sets foot 
on the country’s soil — issues 
that influenced the focus of the 
rally.

“I think Bush is coming to 
Calgary because he thinks it’s 
a safe place, it has the largest 
population of ex-patriot 
Americans in the world, we’re 
a fairly conservative city and 
some people call us “little 
Texas” and I think he thinks he’s 
coming to a safe place where 
he’s going to be welcomed,” said 

Collette Lemieux, co-chair of the 
Canadian Peace Alliance, a day 
before the protest. “I think that’s 
why it’s so important that we give 
him the welcome he deserves 
and so we’re going to go out and 
rally and let him know that he’s 
a war criminal and that he needs 
to be held accountable.”

A letter sent to numerous 
politicians including the PM by 
Lawyers Against War (LAW), 

states that Bush is credibly 
accused of torture, human 
rights violations, and war 
crimes, and should be denied 
entry in concurrence with 
the Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act. 

Emotions ran high when 
the doors opened to the line-
up of attendees that formed 
a crowd all the way from 
Stephen Avenue past Centre 

Street. Dressed up in business 
suits, those who made it into 
the building stood near the 
windows looking down at 
the crowd while snapping 
photos with their cell phones 
and antagonistically making 
hand gestures above the 
warm heaters while smiling at 
protesters below.

Photo by Devin Holterman

Protesters get in the faces of police officers during a demonstration against former U.S. 
president George W. Bush on March 17. The protest attracted hundreds of Bush’s opponents 
who filled the streets of downtown Calgary.

by Miriam Ostermann
The Reflector

See BUSH pg. 4
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Delamont	pays	her	dues
Candidate rests on ideas, experience

In the next few weeks, the 
Reflector will feature profiles 
of new Executive Committee 
members at the Students’ 
Association, starting with 
VP academic hopeful Erin 
Delamont.

For the past two years 
Erin Delamont has been 
a member of the General 
Faculties Council, formerly 
Academic Council, and the 
Learning Outcomes Standing 
Committee. She was involved 
in approving upcoming 
degrees and pushing the 
withdrawal date back as a 
member of the GFC and she 
is developing new learning 
outcomes with the LOTC. Now 
she is vying for an Executive 
Council position as the VP 
academic.

“I love Mount Royal, it is an 
amazing school and I want 
to help it continue to keep 
focused on the things that it 
does great on and maybe help 
out the students a little bit 
more so it’s just extending the 
stuff that I am doing already 
and the stuff that I am doing 
already.” Delamont said. The 
move from the GFC to the 
position as VP academic seems 
like a natural progression 
for Delamont, as it will give 
her more a more direct 
relationship between the 

students and the college.
“I am extremely passionate 

about Mount Royal and 
the students and I am 
experienced,” Delamont said 
about her qualifications to 
become VP academic. She says  
she has already put the wheels 
in motion to create a reading 
day in the fall semester and 
says being VP academic would 
help make it a reality sooner.

“A lot of universities around 
here have a fall reading 
day, it is just an extra day to 
help relive student stress,” 
Delamont said. The fall 
reading day would most likely 
be added to the Remembrance 
Day long-weekend to offer 
students an extra day for 
studying. Delamont has been 
working with current VP 
academic Marie Barnes to 
make the fall reading a day 
a reality. She said that going 
snowboarding or on a trip to 
Mexico would help students 
relieve stress, because not 
everyone uses reading days 
to study. Although many of 
her fellow students were 
in the Liberty Lounge from 
open to close on St. Patrick’s 
Day, Delamont spent the day 
writing an essay.

Delamont is more than 
excited about the colleges 
transition to a university and 
was involved in planning a 
student forum for the AUCC 
visit. 

“That was an amazing 
experience,” Delamont said 
about helping to organize the 
AUCC student forum. “It was 
so incredible.”

She is hopeful the college 
will be granted university 
status in the upcoming fall so 
she and her fellow students 
can have the opportunity to 
pursue masters’ programs at 
other institutions. 

Delamont said that as the 
college makes the transition 
to the university she wants 
to make sure that teachers 
stay focused on students. She 
doesn’t want them locked away 
in their offices or research 
labs working on research. She 
plans to keep the teachers 
engaged with the students by 
joining committees that hire 
teachers that are more focused 
on teaching then research.

Delamont said that as VP 
academic she would be in 
charge of student appeals and 
would like to make students 
aware of their rights outlined 
in the Student Code of 
Conduct, something she plans 
to finish reading if she wins.

Delamont feels the biggest 
challenge she would face is the 
overwhelming workload that 
executive council members 
face, including an increase in 
student appeals as the college 
grows into a university, a 
challenge that she is more 
than willing to make.

by Robert Strachan
Web Editor

Photo by Robert Strachan

Erin Delamont, candidate for VP academic, presents her platform in the Bisset School of 
Business during her campaign. Delamont recently switched from non-profit studies. 

While a few came out to 
support Bush, via signs and 
verbal arguments, Derek 
Rimmer who strongly opposed 
Bush’s visit conversed with a 
few to hear their point of view, 
and got inspired to participate 
in more protests for justice and 
law in Canada.

“It gives me hope to be out 
here, that’s why I came down 
because you can’t just be 
indifferent,” Rimmer said. “The 
fact is that he broke the Geneva 
Convention … in the memory of 
all the soldiers that have fought 
it’s disgusted me ever since. I’ve 
been preaching and barking to 
people and family and they’re 
tired of it, so I thought that 
instead I’ll come down here and 
do my thing.”

The event had a countrywide 
effect when Canadian 
citizens from Vancouver 

to Newfoundland send in 
their shoes in their stead. 
Students at the U of C, SAIT 
and Mount Royal were also 
actively recruiting students by 
distributing flyers about the 
event. 

Information about the 43rd 
president’s visit was extremely 
limited. The private gathering 
to an expected audience of 
1,500 — tickets selling at $400 
— was closed off to the media 
and invitation only. According 
to executive assistant at the 
mayor’s office, Leah Zilnik, 
the mayor did not attend 
the meeting with the former 
president.

His speech was one of the 
first post-White House speeches 
by the former president and 
addressed his eight years 
experience in Oval Office as 
well as the challenges that are 
facing the world in the 21st 
century. 

BUSH from pg. 3

Your guide to the  

2009 SAMRC Elections
Online Voting:
Go to samrc.com/vote
March 16 at 9 a.m. to March 21 at midnight

Voting Period:
Monday, March 23: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 24: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 25: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information visit samrc.com/elections, or pick up a 
copy of the 2009 Elections Supplement.

Questions, comments, concerns? Ask the candidates 
themselves.

Travis McIntosh

President
mcintosh.travis@gmail.com

Erin Delamont

VP Academic
edela821@mymrc.ca
403.818.7144

Robert Jones

VP External
rjonE468@mymrc.ca

Eily Sweeney 

VP Student Life
eily.sweeney@gmail.com
403.453.8226

Note: Scott DesBrisay, who 
originally planned  to run for 
the position of VP academic, has 
dropped out of the race. “I am 
withdrawing my candidacy due 
to both personal and professional 
reasons,” he told The Reflector.
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Real Skills Real Results

REAL
EXPERIENCE
at Calaway Park
Exciting opportunities available in these 
departments:

CAMPGROUND

Apply online at Calawaypark.com

Students:	
file	your	
taxes	free	
online

Your taxes are due at midnight 
on April 30. Are you ready?

Many students’ tax returns are 
easy — for a trained accountant. 
As belts are tightened during 
the recession, it’s important for 
us poor students to get as much 
back from our tax return as 
possible.

If you’re a student reading 
this, did you know you can 
claim $400 for each month of 
university or college attended? 
Receive a tax credit of $65 per 
month for textbooks? Claim any 
tuition fees over $100 as a tax 
credit? Claim up to $250 in gym 
membership or team sport fees?

Many students miss available 
credits when filing their 
return. An easy, free solution 
is to use QuickTax (quicktax.
ca). Canada’s most popular 
tax software is completely 
free for students making less 
than $20,000 per year, and 
automatically highlights all the 
credits students are entitled to.

“In Canada, there are dozens 
of tax deductions specific to 
students,” said Cameron Moore, 
a tax project manager for Intuit 
Global Business Division, the 
creators of QuickTax. “Each one 
will boost a student’s tax refund 
which means more cash back.”

By answering a series of 
student-related questions, 
the QuickTax program 
automatically fills out the forms 
while checking for accuracy. 
Deductions are listed on the 
government paper forms, but 
it can be confusing for students 
who have never done their own 
taxes before.

“The biggest problem is not 
knowing exactly what can 
be deducted when you are a 
student,” Cameron said. “With 
QuickTax, all of the deductions 
are clearly identified to ensure 
they get the best refund 
possible.”

by Alan Mattson
News Editor

WEB EXTRAS

To file your taxes for free

TheReflector.ca

Photo by Amanda Roy

The sun sets on Montego Bay, Jamaica in early March. Submit your photos and descriptions 
to photoeditor@thereflector.ca and you could have them featured in The Reflector.
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for brevity.

Contents are copyright © 2009. No 
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paper are those of the individual 
authors, and not necessarily those 
of the Reflector Publications Society. 
For more information, contact The 
Reflector office at:

THE REFLECTOR
Wyckham House

Mount Royal College
4825 Mount Royal Gate SW

Calgary, ABT3E 6K6

All depts.: 403.440.6268
Fax: 403.440.6762

thereflector@TheReflector.ca

Library
Fines 

Reduced

$5.00 maximum
with a food donation

Tuesday, March 24
Wednesday, March 25
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FIND YOUR DREAM JOB. 
And countless ways to make the most of your days off.

International Students. Consider starting your career in Alberta! With our Alberta Immigrant Nominee 

Program, you can become a permanent resident—fast. So you have more time to enjoy everything 

Alberta has to offer. Visit: www.AlbertaCanada.com/lovealberta



QUICK 
QUIPS 

“The biggest 
lesson from 

Africa was that life’s 
joys come mostly 
from relationships 
and friendships, not 
from material things.  
— Andrew Shue

“I think there are 
a lot of things 

that soccer does in 
the communities 
that transcend the 
soccer field.  
— Brandi Chastain

“A ll I know is 
that every 

time I go to Africa, 
I am shaken to my 
core.  
—Stephen Lewis

FEATURES EDITOR:
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featureseditor@TheReflector.ca

March 19, 2009

All it takes is a ball and a 
few willing pairs of feet. 

This is the beauty of 
soccer, and a large part of the 
inspiration behind Canadian 
grassroots organization 
Opportunitas Aequa.

Latin for “equal 
opportunity,” OA is a non-
profit group based out of 
Victoria and Vancouver 
focused on improving the 
lives of children in war-
affected countries through 
the simplicity of soccer. 

It started when a group of 
five friends in their fourth 
year at the University of 
Victoria came together 
looking for a way to pool their 
ideas and energy.

“We were feeling a bit 
helpless and feeling a bit 
like ‘Well what can we do?’ ” 
explained Gavin Hollett, one 
of OA’s original founders. 

With all the issues 
surrounding them, from 
global warming to war, 
Hollett said all five guys 
wanted to do something, but 
couldn’t find an issue they 
connected with.

That was until reading a 
passage from “Shake Hands 
with the Devil: The Failure of 
Humanity in Rwanda,” a book 
written by Canadian General 
Romeo Dallaire who served 
with the UN in Rwanda 
during the genocide that took 
place 15 years ago.

Dallaire described a scene 
where among total chaos 
and horror, he heard kids 

laughing and found that they 
were playing soccer with 
a ball of rolled up banana 
leaves.

“For me and for the rest 
of the group it was very 
powerful because we had 
all grown up playing sports, 
specifically soccer, and that 
had such a big, positive 
impact on us as individuals 
so we immediately connected 
with that image,” said 
Hollett. 

“Its just so simple. It’s 
global, it’s universal, it’s just 
so tangible. Everyone gets it, 
everyone understands it, it’s 
like a language,” he added. 
“You put a soccer ball down 
and everyone in the world 
is going to know what that 
means.”

So with the decision to 
replicate that moment of joy 
from Dallaire’s book, OA was 
officially off the ground in 
June of 2006.

Despite a lack of familiarity 
with non-profits, the friends 
dove head first into their first 
project.

“The start was certainly not 
easy,” said co-founder Andrew 
Brownlee of the group’s effort 
to get things started.

“We put a lot of time into 
coming up with different 
methods of fundraising 
and spreading the word. We 
had a lot of energy but little 
experience with which to 
focus it. We did everything 
from bottle drives to 
fundraising concerts.”

After eight months of 
collecting soccer equipment 
and money, they headed 

to the communities of 
Chimborazo and Guayaquil 
in rural Ecuador for two 
months.

While there, they 
distributed over 1,350 soccer 
balls and 850 pairs of cleats 
and runners along with 
constructing a field, which 
has since been put to use by 
45 communities, according to 
Hollett. 

For their second project, 
OA focused their attention on 
Rwanda— the country whose 
story initially inspired the 
organization.

Part one of Project Rwanda 
took place in July 2008, with 
a five member team not only 
distributing over 100 soccer 
balls but teaching soccer 
camps as well, which is an 
aspect of the organization’s 
goal of creating sustainability 
within the community in 
terms of soccer, explained 
Hollett.

“There is a potential to 
actually do harm when you’re 
doing these types of projects 
and that harm comes from 
the belief that something is 
better than nothing,” he said. 
“These people don’t have 
nothing, they have their own 
lives.”

With that in mind, OA also 
refurbished a field in Kigali, 
Rwanda’s capital, using 
drought resistant grass and 
planting trees around the 
field’s perimeter to provide 
shade and prevent soil 
erosion.

Part two of Project 
Rwanda will take 
place this July along 

with the 
beginning 
of another 
project in 
Gulu, Uganda 
in April. 

In an effort to 
raise funds, OA has begun a 
T-shirt campaign called “1 
for 1” in which every shirt 
that’s purchased goes directly 
towards a soccer ball for an 
at-risk or war-affected child 
in Africa.

Along with the T-shirt 
campaign, Hollett said people 
can contribute to OA through 
joining their community of 
supporters through their 
Facebook page and YouTube 
videos.

“Whether it be selling 
our first T-shirt, all the way 
to working long hours to 
complete the construction of 
a field. Seeing our aspirations 
and dreams come to fruition 
makes all the time worthwhile 
to me,” said Brownlee.

“I wouldn’t change the 
last two years and a bit for 
anything. And the learning 
experiences and the process 
that we have gone through 
has been life changing. The 
positives that we have seen on 
the ground of our collective 
efforts is worth more than any 
pay cheque could compensate 
for,” said Hollett. 

“Soccer is amazing, it  
really is.”

Connecting	
through	

kicks	
by Katie Turner

Features Editor
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After someone dies 
unexpectedly we are often left 
with question after question 
because a dead body can’t 
speak. That is unless you know 
what the body is trying to say 
and former Mount Royal student 
Debi Spencer seems to speak 
that language.

Originally from Calgary, 
Spencer is now a medicolegal 
death investigator and considers 
her job to be about the “eyes 
and the ears” of the dead. When 
she arrives on a crime scene it is 
her job to collect evidence and 
figure out the cause of death. 

 “Dead bodies do talk, they 
tell you things,” Spencer 
explains. Of course she says 
this figuratively, but after doing 
this for a number of years, 
the 37-year-old would know. 
She has had some interesting 
experiences in the United States 
where she now works. 

When we enter our Grade 12 
year of high school we get the 
same question: “So what are 
you going to do with the rest of 
your life?” 

Who’s to say that when we pick 
something we are going to stick 
with it? Spencer once thought  
she was going to be an interior 

designer then thought she might 
work in the young offenders 
system or maybe as a police 
officer.

Just as the TV series CSI was 
becoming a hit and everyone 
wanted to be the next Gil 
Grissom, Spencer was finishing 
her masters in forensics science, 
a field she had never considered 

when she entered Mount Royal 
in 1991.

“I thought I was going to 
be a police officer,” explained 
Spencer. “Here I am kind of in 
the same area but I didn’t even 
know this job existed.”

At first she found interest in 
the criminology program at 
Mount Royal but unfortunately 

her eyesight wasn’t up to par 
and she wouldn’t have been able 
to further pursue that career 
unless she underwent laser eye 
surgery.  At that time, laser eye 
surgery was too expensive for 
Spencer despite working three 
jobs, so she moved onto her next 
option.

Next she found out about the 

child and youth-care counselling 
diploma and decided to give 
it a shot.  After finishing in 
1993, she thought a career in 
the young offenders system 
would be interesting for a while. 
However, she still felt drawn to 
criminology. 

‘Eyes	and	ears	of	the	dead’
Mount Royal alumna tackles difficult world of Las Vegas CSI

Photo courtesy Debi Spencer

Mount Royal alumna Debi Spencer stands in the morgue where she examines bodies as a death investigator. 

by Kelsey Chadwick
The Reflector

See CRIME pg. 9
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“I always wanted to get back 
into criminology and eventually 
be a police officer,” she said. 
She eventually got the eye 
surgery and then applied for 
the Calgary Police Service. Just 
before she was going to start 
with the force, Spencer was 
injured in a car accident and 
couldn’t work. At this point she 
had been dating her American 
boyfriend Dan and after 
two years they decided 
to get married. 

After the wedding, 
Spencer moved down 
to the U.S. with her 
husband, who works 
in the military. While 
she was recuperating 
from her car accident 
she stumbled across 
forensic sciences 
on the Internet and 
essentially that is 
where her career 
began. Spencer then 
decided to focus her 
effort on her master’s 
work in forensic science and 
attended a death investigator 
course. This is where she met 
the assistant coroner from 
Las Vegas and landed the 
opportunity of a lifetime.

“That’s how I ended up there 
in Las Vegas by just networking 
and getting my face out there,” 
said Spencer.

She took a job in Las Vegas 
where she handled 220 on-
scene investigations during a 
period of two and half years. 

“When I went to Vegas that 
was the first time I touched a 
dead body,” she explained.  “I 
don’t really think about it, I just 
do it.”

While it has become easier 
to be around bodies over the 
years, hers is still not a job that 
is necessarily normal.

 “Yeah, playing with dead 
bodies comes naturally to me, 
”Spencer joked. “ I wouldn’t say 
that.”

Spencer took her role in Vegas 
as what it was — her job. Very 
rarely would she get emotional 
about a case or a situation that 
she encountered.  But there 

was one particular case that 
shook her up— a highly public 
case in Vegas that made its way 
onto America’s Most Wanted.  It 
involved a young child who was 
found dead in a trashcan.

“I had to name (pseudonym) 
the child because we didn’t 
know who she was,” explained 
Spencer.  “I saw it on the news 
and I saw myself on the news. It 
was really tough; my husband 
thought he was going to 

have to hire a therapist.”
To cope after seeing 

something horrific isn’t easy 
for everyone and Spencer is no 
different, but it is her belief in 
a higher power that keeps her 
strong, especially when dealing 
with cases like that.

“People always ask me, ‘can 
you sleep?’ and I guess I have 
to say if I didn’t have a belief 
in a higher power I couldn’t do 
this job,” explains Spencer. “ If I 
ever feel like I am going to have 
a hard time with something 
I pray. I ask for peace and I 
actually do pray for the families 
when I see them hurting.”

After the case with the young 
girl was solved Spencer felt 
closure. They had found the 
person responsible and it was 
out of her hands, but it wasn’t 
completely out if the public eye. 
A few months ago TV show CSI 
did an episode based on that 
particular case.

“They did twist it a little but 

it was a very similar story,” she 
explained.  “They almost used 
the exact same name I think 
they just changed a letter or 
two. It was very, very close, it 
was spooky. I couldn’t watch it.”

Spencer loves her job for the 
simple fact that she never stops 
learning and the job is always 
changing.

“Just when you think you’ve 
got people figured out I see 
something else that is crazy. It’s 

kind of like what were they 
thinking.”

After spending a little 
more than two years in 

Las Vegas, Spencer and her 
husband moved to Virginia 
where she now works and 
is just as busy as when she 
was in Las Vegas. 

Spencer eventually 
wants to move back 
to Canada after her 
husband retires and 
look at the option of 
teaching. Whether it 

is Alberta or B.C., she 
hopes to inspire young 

up-and-comers in forensics 
and make sure that they have 

the proper tools to embark on 
this interesting career.

“I don’t see people do it right,” 
she explained.  “We see it in the 
news the screw ups, can we say 
O.J. Simpson?”

For now she will stick to 
her job in Virginia, handling 
one case at a time. If there 
is anything that Spencer has 
learned since her years at 
Mount Royal it is that your life 
will take you down whichever 
path it chooses and you just 
have to be open to the idea.

“Doors close, but just look for 
another one to open.  Gosh I’m 
not where I thought I was going 
to be in 1991. You have to get 
your face out there, if you know 
what you want you have to stick 
your neck out because if you 
just sit on the sidelines you are 
going to wonder.”

March 19, 2009 • THE REFLECTOR

How come there’s no Internet in any of the 
classrooms in this school? It pisses me off when I 
actually have to pay attention. 
— Stud Muffin

CRIME from pg. 8

Reflect	this!

It’s nice to attend a new university where 

the ATMs are always out of order. First I g
ive 

you most of my money and then I can’t 

even access what’s left. Thanks. 

— Auntie Ethel von Moneyless

I wanna rock and roll all night, and part of every 
day.
— Prolonged Partier

Send  messages to your friends via The Reflector. Post your 
messages online at www.thereflector.ca/reflectthis or bring in your 
submissions to the Reflector office in the basement of Wyckham 
House. Submissions must include your name and phone number. Any 
submissions judged to be sexist, racist, homophobic or attacks of a 
personal nature will not be printed. 

The SA has more elections than all the democratic 

countries in the world combined.

— Tired of Voting

If I fuck up the economy, can I have $6.5 million too? 

— Eager Economist

How do you tell your fr
iend they have ugly 

kids?

— You Ugly as Fuck

Who punches a pita? — Gym Buddy

Dear Dave Marshall, I would LOVE to see you in a pair of ass-less 
chaps.
—Secret Student Admirer

2654201 BusSch MRR1.indd   1 3/6/09   10:50:03 AM
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MAXIM
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“DENIS VILLENEUVE SHOWS HIS TALENT AGAIN.”

MICHEL COULOMBE, RADIO-CANADA

“POLYTECHNIQUE SERVES AS BOTH 
A REMINDER OF THE POWER OF ART AND 

A FORCE FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.”
JOHN GRIFFIN, THE GAZETTE
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STARTS FRIDAY!

SEE THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL 
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Does the word “balls” 
make you giggle? How about 
“jugs?” No? Okay, you’re lying. 
Who cares if it’s immature or 
silly, there are some words 
in the English dictionary 
that can’t help but make you 
smile, laugh or think dirty 
thoughts. They are completely 
innocuous on the printed 
page but heard coming from 
one’s mouth whether the 
conversation is inappropriate 
or not, they evoke a reaction. 
Here in The Reflector office we 
brainstormed hard to come up 
with a list of dirty words.

Wet
Covered or saturated with 

water or another liquid. Well, 
for me, what comes to mind 
when I hear the word “wet,” 
it’s not water. Any time a 
girl says they’re wet, you’re 
probably not going to think 
they’re saturated in water. My 
status update on Facebook 
once read, “Selina is wet.” 
It was raining and though 
everyone else was outside that 
day, they weren’t suggesting 
getting an umbrella. “Sticky” 
also works with wet, but it’s 
slightly gross. If you’re sticky 
because you’re covered in 
semen you kind of just want to 
shower and be the other kind 
of wet. 

 
Snatch

Quickly seize (something) 
in a rude or eager manner. 
How “snatch” became a word 

meaning female genitalia is 
unknown, but the day that 
Outlaws nightclub became 
Snatch, the snickers just did 
not stop. Doesn’t help that 
the bar has two barred cages, 
allowing many snatches 
to be on display (and it’s 
questionable if some of them 
are of legal age or not). It 
would almost be smart for 
the bar to be a lesbian bar 
but I think anyone running a 
lesbian bar would be a little 
bit classier than that. Snatch 
is also a fun word to say. Just 
try it.

 

Anteater
A mammal that feeds on ants 

and termites. It has a long snout 
and a sticky tongue. I’ll admit 
that I had to ask my colleague 
why she had suggested this 
word. An anteater’s snout 
apparently resembles an 
uncircumcized penis. I took a 
moment to think about this, 
visualize it if you will, and I 
have to say that this is correct. 
Thankfully I neither come 
in contact with anteaters or 
uncircumcized penises very 
often. 

Balls
A solid or hollow sphere or 

ovoid, especially one that is 
kicked, thrown or hit in a game. 
I can’t say the plural word 
of “ball” without thinking of 
testicles. I order chicken balls 
at Chinese restaurants and 

then chuckle. There is actually 
several meanings and uses 
for the word, it is commonly 
known slang in North America 
but has a different meaning in 
Britain.

Fish taco
Fish: A limbless cold-blood 

vertebrae animal with gills and 
fins and living wholly in water. 
Taco: A Mexican dish consisting 
of a fried tortilla, typically 
folded, filled with various 
mixtures, such as seasoned 
meats, beans, lettuce and 
tomatoes.

Now who doesn’t like a fish 
taco? Well I guess if you don’t 
like fish, or tacos … it’s okay 
if you shudder, I did too. Taco 
is okay, but without the fish 
or the smell of fish. Fish just 
shouldn’t be associated with 
this at all.

Come/cum
Come: Move or travel toward 

or into a place of thought of as 
near or familiar to the speaker. 
Cum: preposition (usually in 
combination) combined with; 
also used as (used to describe 
things with a dual nature or 
function) i.e.: a study-cum-
bedroom. I found the example 
for “cum” quite funny, but 
that might just be me. An 
innocuous sentence using the 
word “come” is now usually 
followed with “that’s what 
she said.” Example; “Are you 

coming?” “That’s what she 
said.”

Penetrate
Succeed in forcing a way 

into or through (something). 
I hear this word used a lot in 
TV shows and movies military 
related and it makes sense 
since penetration is very much 
something only men can do. 
I suppose girls can as well, if 
they are using fingers, but you 
don’t really have the need for 
the same kind of force. 

Rug burn
A definition really isn’t 

needed here. There is really 
only one way to get rug burn 
and it’s not from wrestling. 
It’s also painful and usually 
experienced by whoever is on 
the bottom. 

Honourable 
mention

There are numerous other 
words we came up with: box, 
sausage, jugs, cherry, clap, 
cock, facial, sucking, fist, 
shocker, head, hung, load, 
and poke. When your mind 
is in the gutter, pretty much 
anything can be dirty. 

When	good	words	go	bad
Diving into dirty ditties in the dic-tionary

JAUNTY JEZEBEL

by Selina Renfrow
Sex Columnist

WEB EXTRAS

For Jaunty Jezebel’s blog
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HOT 
SPOTS
Coming back from 

the dead Mar. 28 
& 29 is A Bar Named 
Sue at the Marquee 
Room. Our pals at 
the Marquee Room 
have two nights 
chock full of Calgary 
talent.

Opening this 
weekend at 

the Uptown Stage & 
Screen is Canada’s 
own Pontypool. Read 
our interview with 
the filmmaker, Bruce 
McDonald, on The 
Reflector website. 
 

ACAD’s Spring 
Show and Sale 

takes place this 
weekend Mar. 19 
until Mar. 21. Check 
out the new works 
for Calgary’s up and 
coming new artists; 
acad.ab.ca. 

Talib Kweli graces 
us with his pres-

ence Mar. 21 at 
Flames Central. Tick-
ets are $40 and avail-
able at Ticketmaster 
and all Source loca-
tions.  

March 19, 2009

ARTS EDITOR:
Selina Renfrow

artseditor@TheReflector.ca
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Humanity	takes	flight	on	
Mount	Royal	stage	

Theatre students interpret recent Canadian play

A philanthropist, wanting to strongly believe that 
what he’s doing is right, gives a homeless man in 
Victoria the coat off his back. The homeless man is then 
mugged and killed. But not completely.

The man’s consciousness lives on inside of the 
coat, a coat that also has thoughts of its own and 
who desperately wants to find her wearer. Together, 
although unwilling at first, the coat takes the beggar’s 
dead body and consciousness across Canada and 
around the world in search of the philanthropist. 
Along the way a conversation exploring the meaning 
of humanity begins between the coat and the dead 
beggar.

Certainly a fanciful idea for a book or perhaps a story 
better visualized on film with the marvels of special 
effects; however, it’s neither. It’s the ambitious play 
by Canadian playwright Sean Dixon, first seen last 
year at Alberta Theatre Projects playRites Festival 
and now being interpreted for the Mount Royal 
College theatre stage. 

Directed by MRC instructor Glenda Stirling, the 
Canadian play is a different direction for the students 
in the theatre program. “It’s so 
relevant because it’s written by 
a Canadian voice, essentially, of 
their generation, of their time, of 
their place,” Stirling said. 

Relying heavily on movement 
to tell the story, the two main 
characters, the beggar, Ned, (second 
year student Mathieu Bourassa) 
and the coat (second year student 
Angie Wong), travel across the stage 
in unison, essentially a choreographed 
dance.

“The hardest part is trying to be in unison 
because we’re both really different body types 
and we have really different vocabularies in 
terms of how we move and even how we walk so 
it’s just super hard,” Wong explained. 

Her classmate for the last two years, Bourassa also 
shared his observations.

“It’s tricky because the characters are so 
different in the way that they would normally 
move. Ned’s character is dead so before he was 
dead he could move by himself and I think he 
moved very differently than the coat moves 
around him.

“It’s pretty challenging to think about, say 
delivering the lines in a certain way and not 
being able to move your body the way it wants 
to move as a character.” 

Bourassa and Wong are carrying the show 
as their characters are on the stage for all but 
a few scenes of the play. Separately they are 
able to learn their lines on their own but 
the movement and the connection between 
the characters is something they have to 
explore together.

“Physically finding that connection to be 
in unison and also finding the emotional 
connection too — there’s such a journey 
in this play that I never thought would come, but 
it’s so weird, there’s such a journey in it,” Wong 
commented. 

The five main characters of the cast are all second-
year students, something that Stirling believes helps 
for both the students and the kind of play it is.

“It’s a huge undertaking for the actors so I think 
it takes until second year to be able to put all those 
pieces together really effectively.” 

The rest of the cast is comprised of a chorus 
line, all first-year students. Unlike the version that 
played out last year at the ATP playRites Festival, 

with the number of students available, Stirling was 
able to use a chorus line to help illustrate some of 
the scenes of the play whereas the original relied on 
imagination to convey a scene such as the one with 
fighter planes.

“They just had two actors who had little toy planes in 
their hands; whereas I have six people coming on being 
the plane,” Stirling explained. 

With a full course-load and rehearsals running 
Tuesdays to Thursdays from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., Fridays 
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
the students have little time for anything else besides 
getting ready for the final production of the 2008-2009 
season. 

The Gift of the Coat runs nightly at 7:30 p.m. Mar. 26 
to 28 and Mar. 31 to Apr. 4 in the Wright Theatre. Visit 
mtroyal.ca/tickets for tickets. 

by Selina Renfrow
Arts Editor

Photo by Selina Renfrow. illustration by James Paton



MOVIES
THE PLAZA

(1133 Kensington Rd. N.W., 283-2222) 

www.theplaza.ca

Mar. 20 - 26, 2009
Call for listings and showtimes.

THE UPTOWN
(612-8 AVE. S.W., 265-0120)

theuptown.com

Mar. 20 - 26, 2009
Pontypool:  Daily @ 7:10 & 9:15; Sat./Sun. mats @ 12:10 
& 2:40. 14A – coarse language, disturbing content.
Revolutionary Road: Daily @ 4:40. 14A – coarse 
language, mature themes.
Doubt: Daily @ 4:50 & 9:30. PG – mature themes.
Milk: Daily. @ 7:00; Sat./Sun. mat @ 12:00 & 2:25. 14A - 
coarse language

GLOBE
(617-8th Ave. S.W., 262-3308)

Mar. 20 - 26, 2009
Call for listings and showtimes.

MUSIC
Mount Royal College Conservatory: Apr. 7, Ian 
Swenson & Mark O’Connor. 403-440-6145. mtroyal.ca/
conservatory. Leacock Theatre, MRC, 4825 Mount Royal 
Gate SW.
Theatre Junction Grand: May 5, Michael Kaeshamer. 
205-2922. AtTheGrand.ca. The Grand, 608 – 1 St. SW.
Beat Niq Jazz & Social Club: Mar. 20, Rick Climans 
Group; Apr. 4, Cara Matthew; Apr. 27, Allistair Elliot 
Quintet with the U of C Student Chamber Ensemble. 
403-263-1650. beatniq.com. 811 – 1 St. SW.
Ship & Anchor: Mar. 21, Open Stage Jam with The 
Appleman Collective and Andrea Revel; Mar. 22, Back 
Home with Sideshow Sid; Mar. 26, DJ Rice & guests; 
Mar. 28, Open Stage Jam with Magnolia Buckskin with 
The Ruminants; Open Stage Jam with The Love Bullies 
with The Smokin’ 45s. 245-2991. shipandanchor.com. 
534 - 17 Ave. SW.
Soda: Mar. 19, Slim Pickins with Instinct, Soundbwoy 
Murdah, Melo.Nade, & Hyjinx; Mar. 21, DJ E.l.e.v.e.n. with 

Rhett b vs. Spinzo, Space Age, & Justin Zak; Mar. 24, The 
Pillars of Creation; Mar. 25, Soundboy with Nu Leaf & 
Hyjinx; Mar. 28, Faded Elements and Dubstep. 264-5151. 
theSoda.ca. 211-12 Ave SW.
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra: Mar. 20 & 21, Strauss’ 
Don Quixote (Classics Masterworks Series); Mar. 22, 
How the Gimquat Found her Song (Symphony Sundays 
for Kids); Mar. 26, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons (Serenade 
Series); Mar. 28, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons (Destination 
Series); Apr. 17, Mendelssohn’s Elijah (Classics 
Showcase Series); Apr. 22, Three Worms & An Orchestra 
– The Arrogant Worms in Concert (Specials); May 2, 
Boisterous Brass and the Glorious Guitar (Saturday 
Morning at the Symphony); May 2, Fire and Ice – From 
Helsinki to Madrid (Destination Series); May 8, We Will 
Rock You – The Music of Queen (POPS Series); May 10, 
Beethoven Lives Upstairs (Symphony Sundays for Kids); 
May 11, Mendelssohn – The North American Premiere 
(Serenade Series). 403-571-0849. cpo-live.com. Jack 
Singer Hall, Epcor Centre, 201 – 8 Ave. SE
Shamrock Hotel: Wednesdays: Roll Mack hosts 
Band Challenge; Mar. 20, Loy Rye Allstars jam; Mar. 20, 
Kyemara; Mar. 21, A Little Voodo with Ronnie Burke; Mar. 
27, The Rippers; Mar. 28, Mocking Shadows; Apr. 3, Al 
Barrett Band. 403-290-0084. 2101 – 11 St. S.E.
The Gateway Lounge: Mar. 21, Plain White Ts with 
The Februarys and Vedera; Mar. 26, David Myles; Mar. 
28, Spiral Beach with Matt Gigg and the Intellectuals; 
Apr. 3, Angus Wilson; Apr. 4, Constant Season; Apr. 8, 
The English Beat; Apr. 17, Chixdiggit and The Dudes 
with Hot Little Rocket and Sweetheart; Apr. 18, Mother 
Mother with Said the Whale. 284-8760. saitsa.com. SAIT, 
1301 – 16 Ave. NW.
Ironwood Stage & Grill: Wednesdays, Open Mic 
hosted by Tim Leacock & Kit Johnson; Saturdays 2-6, 
Blues Jam with Don Yuzwak of Blueswak; Mar. 19, 
Crystal Plamondon; Mar. 20, Geoff Berner and Bob 
Wiseman; Mar. 21, Blues Jam with Don Yuzwak; Mar. 
21, The Smokin’ 45s; Mar. 23, TJ Waltho; Mar. 24, Blake 
Berglund; Mar. 26, Lester Quitzau; Mar. 27, Romi Mayes; 
Mar. 29, Chicks with Licks; Mar. 31, Wendy McNeill and 
Jason Webley; Apr. 2, Brock Zeman; Apr. 3, Tim Williams; 
Apr. 4, Noah Zacharin; Apr. 5, Fools on Stools: Steve 
Coffey and Tom Phillips; Apr. 6, Connie Kaldor; Apr. 9, 
McKinley Matters with Guy Chaput; Apr. 10, Kaley Bird 
and Sean Ashby; Apr. 11, Tim Hus; Apr. 14, Emma Lee; 
Apr. 16, Matt Blais; Apr. 17, The Deep Dark Woods; Apr. 
18, Plaid Tongued Devils. 403-269-5581. ironwoodstage.
ca. 1429 - 9 Ave. SE.
Murrieta’s West Coast Bar & Grill: Mar. 20 & 21, Front 
Street BAnd; Mar. 27 & 28, Du-Rite Aces. 403-269-7707. 
murrietas.ca. 200, 808 – 1 St. S.W.
Jack Singer Hall: Mar. 23, Don Felder; Mar. 27, Joan 
Baez; Apr. 2, Oliver Jones Tribute to Oscar Peterson; Apr. 

13, Gordon Lightfoot; Apr. 26, Leonard Cohen; June 
27, Branford Marsalis. 294-7455. epcorcentre.org. Jack 
Singer Hall, Epcor Centre, 201 – 8 Ave. SE. 
Rozsa Centre: Mar. 26, Isabel Bayrakdarian with Seroj 
Kradjian: An Evening of Opera Favourites; Apr. 26 & 27, 
Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra. 403-220-4900. mmf-
ymf.org. Rozsa Centre, U of C.
Broken City: Wednesdays: Someone Stole my Cuckoo 
with DJs Needles and Pins; Mar. 19, Frankie McQueen 
with The Lions & Seven Story Redhead; Mar. 20, 
Burlesque Fest!; Mar. 27, Beija Flor with Flotilla and 
Red Flag Carpet; Apr. 2, Blood Alley with The Rumble 
Strippers and Leftnutt; Apr. 3, The Ex-Boyfriends with 
Hot Little Rocket and Planets; Apr. 5, Aids Wolf with 
Shearing Pinx and The Famines; Apr. 8, Sleepy Sun; 
Apr. 9, The Absent Sound with Lint and guests; Apr. 10, 
Bad Flirt with The Pinetarts and The Shagbots; Apr. 16, 
Mahogany Frog with Summerlad and guests; Apr. 17, 
The Dojo Workhorse with Pale Air Singers and guests. 
608-6360. brokencity.ca. 613 – 11 Ave. SW.
Knox United Church: Mar. 26, Serena Ryder with 
guests. livenation.ca. 506 – 4 St. S.W.
The HiFi Club: Apr. 1, Keys & Crates with Teddy 
Celebration and Fordinho; Apr. 4, James Pants; Apr. 11, 
Vitamins for You; Apr. 18, Porter Hall; Apr. 25, DJ Clever & 
Craze. 263-5222. hificlub.ca. 219 - 10 Ave. SW. 
BD&P World Music Series: Apr. 4, The Klezmatics; Apr. 
21, Dobet Gnahoré; May 13, Pacifika; June 16, Tiempo 
Libre. 403-299-8888. epcorcentre.org. Jack Singer Hall, 
Epcor Centre, 201 – 8 Ave. SE.
Carma Acoustic Blues Series: Mar. 27, Little Miss 
Higgins; Apr. 17, Ray Bonneville; May 8, Kenny Neal and 
Billy Branch. 403-299-8888. epcorcentre.org. Jack Singer 
Hall, Epcor Centre, 201 – 8 Ave. SE.
Calgary Opera: Apr. 25, 29, May 1, and May 3, The 
Barber of Seville. 403-297-8000. jubileeauditorium.com/
southern. Jubilee Auditorium, 1415 – 14 Ave. NW
Stampede Corral: Apr. 11, Lamb of God with 
Children of Bodom, As I Lay Dying, God Forbin, & 
Municipal Waste; May 6, Montgomery Gentry with the 
Roadhammers; May 7, Buckcherry; June 8, Rise Against 
with Rancid. 403-777-0000. livenation.com. Calgary 
Stampede Grounds.
Whiskey: Mar. 25, Pete Tong; Mar. 31, Tricky with 
Natalie Stewart; Apr. 1, Roger Sanchez. 777-2323. 
thewhiskeynightclub.com. 341 – 10 Ave. S.W.
Jubilee Auditorium: Sept. 21, 23, & 24, An Evening with 
The Tragically Hip. 403-297-8000. jubileeauditorium.
com/southern. Jubilee Auditorium, 1415 – 14 Ave. NW.
The Union at the U of C: Mar. 9 Underoath with Norma 
Jean; Mar. 17, Mindless Self Indulgence with guests; 
Mar. 27, Mindless Self Indulgence; Mar. 30, Wintersleep 
with guests; Mar. 31, Tricky; Apr. 1, Rockstar Taste of 
Chaos Tour with Thursday, Four Years Strong, Bring 
Me the Horizon, Pierce the Evil, & Cancer Bats; Apr. 
10, Senses Fail with Port Amoral; Apr. 13, Cannibal 
Corpse; Apr. 24, Mastodon; Apr. 25, The Weakerthans 
with The Constantines; Apr. 29, Atmosphere; May 6, 
Testament; May 12, Paganfest 2 Tour; May 16, Strung 
Out. 403-220-6551. su.ucalgary.ca. MacEwan Hall or 
Ballroom, U of C.
Pengrowth Saddledome: Apr. 2, Nickelback with 
Seether & Saving Abel; Apr. 26, The Killers; May 12, 
Fleetwood Mac; May 26, An Evening with Il Divo; July 
8, Taylor Swift; July 10, Kenny Chesney. 403-777-0000. 
livenation.ca. Calgary Stampede Grounds.

SPECIAL 
EVENTS

Jubilee Auditorium: Comedy: Mar. 27, John Pinette 
with I Still Say Nay Nay! 297-8000. jubileeauditorium.

com/southern. Jubilee Auditorium, 1415 – 14 Ave. NW
Jack Singer Hall: May 27, My Adventures in Canadian 
Television – An Evening with Rick Mercer. 403-294-7455. 
epcorcentre.org. Jack Singer Hall, Epcor Centre, 201 – 8 
Ave. SE

THEATRE
Morpheus Theatre: Mar. 27 – Apr. 4, Patience by 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s. 403-246-2999. morpheustheatre.ca. 
Pumphouse Theatres, 2140 Pumphouse Ave. SE.
Ghost River Theatre: June 20-28, Something to Do 
with Death. 403-240-7469. ghostrivertheatre.com. 
Vertigo Theatre, 115 – 9 Ave. SE.
Workshop Theatre: May 8-16, Murder at 
Rillington Place by Louis B. Hobson. 403-253-2002. 
workshoptheatre.org. Pumphouse Theatres, 2140 
Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Cappuccino Musical Theatre: Apr. 24 – May 3, Blood 
Brothers. cappuccinomusicaltheatre.ca. Vertigo Theatre, 
115 – 9 Ave. SE.
Jubilations Dinner Theatre: Until Apr. 12, Pirates 
of the North Saskatchewan II: Hangman’s Curse. 
403-249-7799. jubilations.ca. 1002 – 37 St. SW.
Mob Hit Productions:  June 4-13, Old School Festival 4: 
The Bacchae Annual Festival. thisisamobhit.com. Arrata 
Opera Centre, 1315 – 7 St. SW.
Fire Exit Theatre: Apr. 29 – May 2, Traveler in the Dark; 
May 7-9, kon’trast’ co-producted with Corps Bara Dance 
Theatre. 403-640-4617. fireexit.ca. Engineered Air 
Theatre, Epcor Centre, 205 – 8 Ave. SE.
Front Row Centre Players: May 22 – June 6, Grease. 
403-263-0079. frontrowcentre.ca Pumphouse Theatres, 
2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Sage Theatre: Frozen; June 11-13, IGNITE!. 
403-264-7243. sagetheatre.com. Pumphouse Theatres, 
2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Stage West: Until Apr. 19, Boeing Boeing; Apr. 23 – 
June 28, Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story July 2 – Sept. 2, 
Married Alive! 403-243-6642. stagewestcalgary. Stage 
West Theatre Restaurant, 727 – 42 Ave. SE.
Vertigo Y Stage Theatre: Apr. 3-5, Under the Big Top. 
403-221- 3707. vertigotheatre.com. Vertigo Theatre 
Centre, 115 - 9 Ave. SE.
Alberta Theatre Projects: Mar. 24 – Apr. 12, Old Trout 
Puppet Workshop presents Don Juan: The Greatest 
Lover in the World. 403-294-7402. atplive.com. Martha 
Cohen Theatre, Epcor Centre.
Vertigo Mystery Theatre: Until Mar. 29, Art of Murder; 
Apr. 25 – May 17, Sherlock Holmes. 403-221-3708. 
vertigotheatre.com. Vertigo Theatre Centre, 115 – 9 
Ave. SE. 
Theatre Calgary: Until Mar. 22, An Ideal Husband by 
Oscar Wilde. 403-294-7440. theatrecalgary.com. Max 
Bell Theatre, Epcor Centre, 205 – 8 Ave. SE.
U of C, Dept. of Drama:. Mar. 31  Apr. 11, Taking Flight. 
403-210-7576. http://drama.ffa.ucalgary.ca. Reeve 
Theatre, U of C.
Theatre Junction: Until Apr. 4, On the Side of the Road. 
403-205-2922. theatrejunction.com/atthegrand.ca. The 
Grand, 608 – 1 St. SW. 
Loose Moose Theatre Company: Friday evenings, 
Theatresports; Saturday evenings, Loose Moose Gorilla 
Theatre; Friday Night Late, talk, variety, and comedy 
with hosts A.J. Demers and Rob Mitchelson. 265-5682. 
loosemoose.com. Crossroads Market, 1235 – 26 Ave. SE.
Lunchbox Theatre: Until Mar. 21, Tornado Magnet by 
Darrin Hagen; Mar. 30 – Apr. 25, The Invention of Music 
by Clem Martini; May 4-16, Petro-Canada Stage One 
Plays; May 28-30, BD&P Emerging Director Program. 
403-265-4292. lunchboxtheatre.com. Lunchbox Theatre, 

101 – 9 Ave. SW.
Downstage: May 21 – June 6, The Piper. 403-294-7459. 
downstage.ca. Vertigo Theatre, 115 – 9 Ave. SE.
Downstage Motel Series: Mar. 19-28, The Fort 
Mac Show; Apr. 16-25, Honesty by Neil Fleming. 
403-294-7459. downstage.ca. Motel, Epcor Centre, 
205 – 8 Ave. SE.

VOLUNTEERS
SPEAK FROM THE HEART! Volunteer Calgary needs 
speakers with flexible weekday schedules to inspire 
volunteers. Call Amy at 403-231-1433.
A FEW GOOD MEN NEEDED! Hull Child and Family 
Services needs mentors to support at-risk youths. Call 
Lynn at 403-251-8061.
PARK IT! Be a Park Ambassador for Banff National Park 
and enjoy the outdoors and time in the mountains. 
Contact Tina at 403-763-7036.
RESOURCE RACONTEUR! The Calgary Alpha House 
Society is looking for your resourcefulness to develop 
brochure displays and other projects. Phone David at 
403-237-8341.
AMHARA TRANSLATOR! Translate a WHMIS manual for 
the Telus World of Science and make a difference for 
their team. Email Cheri at volunteer@calgaryscience.ca.  
READING FUND! Join the Calgary Reads Society 
Fundraising Committee and help raise funds for early 
literacy in Calgary. Visit www.calgaryreads.com for 
more information.
OUT AND ABOUT! Spend quality time helping residents 
of Southwood Care Centre on Wednesday mornings. 
Call Craig for more information at 403-252-1194 ext 12.
TREASURE FIND! The McDougall Stoney Mission 
Society is in need of a Treasurer for their Board of 
Directors. Contact Kate at kareeves@telus.net.
PATRIOTIC FUN! Celebrate Canada Day by helping 
the City of Calgary – Community and Protective 
Services with various events of July 1st. Email 
canadaday@calgary.ca for more info.
FINGER WHIZ! The Osteoporosis Society of Canada 
needs your phone manner and data entry skills to 
obtain and enter data for a project. Contact Lorraine at 
403-237-7022.
OLYMPIC COACHES NEEDED! Help Special Olympics 
Calgary coach individuals in various sports throughout 
the year. Contact their office at 403-735-1022.
HR SPECIALIST! Use your HR knowledge to help 
develop the Metropolitan Calgary Foundation’s 
Standing Board Development Committee. Call Linda at 
403-567-5308 to submit your interest.
CHILD’S PLAY! Entertain young children at the 
Children’s Cottage Society where families need your 
compassion. Contact Jacqueline at 403-242-8575 ext 
223 for further detail.
SENIORS DIFFERENCE! Make a difference in a senior’s 
life by helping the Calgary Senior’s Resource Society 
develop new programs, fundraise and more. Call Carol 
at 403-266-6200.
EYE-OPENING ASSISTANT! The Foundation Fighting 
Blindness needs a Personal Administrative Assistant 
3 mornings a week. Email Dagmar at dagmarsevents@
shaw.ca.
FUNNY TALENT! Become a liaison for the FunnyFest 
Calgary Comedy Festival Society and assist the talent 
at the shows. Apply online at http://www.funnyfest.
com/volunteer.html.
SCHOOL BOARD! Join the Board of Directors for We Did 
It School Age-Care Ltd and enable children to reach 
their full potential. Send cover letter/resume to Ryan at 

THE LISTINGS PAGE

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2009 - 8PM
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2009 - 2PM
EPCOR CENTRE’S JACK SINGER CONCERT HALL

CPO-LIVE.COM 
403.571.0849

GET YOUR TICKETS TO THIS ALL NEW SHOW BEFORE THEY SELL OUT!

Group of Companies

EXPERIENCE THE CALGARY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 
AND CHORUS ACCOMPANIED BY LASERS, LIGHTS AND LIVE ACTION PERFORMING THE MUSIC OF

MARIO™  FINAL FANTASY®  HALO®  
ZELDA®  WARCRAFT®  SONIC™  

ALSO A CLASSIC ARCADE MELODY FEATURING GAMES FROM  

PONG®
 TO DONKEY KONG®

 AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

DON’T MISS THE PRE-SHOW FESTIVAL WITH INTERACTIVE GAME DEMOS AND CONTESTS! 
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Wyckham House was 
transformed Mar. 14 as the 
tables and chairs were packed 
up and the food services were 
out of sight as The Students’ 
Association of Mount Royal 
College celebrated the grand 
opening of the newly renovated 
Wyckham House.  

The night started off with 
a live DJ while students and 
guests arrived for the headlining 
act, The Trews. They were also 
able to enjoy the beer gardens 
and the Liberty Lounge. 

First though, traditional 
drumming and a traditional 
prayer were done to celebrate 
Native Awareness Month and 
bless the building.

Then the executive board of 
the Students’ Association cut a 
ribbon to symbolize the official 
opening of Wyckham House.  

Calgary band Gunther opened 
the live music onstage, playing 
an instrumental set.  Bass player 
Scott Murno announced that he 
had previous attended Mount 
Royal College.

Afterwards, The Trews, 
hailing from Antigonish, 
N.S., took the stage to play 
for the sold-out crowd. The 
roughly two and a half hour 
set featured popular songs like 
“Paranoid Freak,” “Poor Ol’ 
Broken Hearted Me,” “Can’t 
Stop Laughing,” and “Tired of 
Waiting.”  

The band also played some 
cover songs as melodies into 
their own songs like the Rolling 
Stones, “You Can’t Always Get 
What You Want” and Sublime’s 
“54-46, That’s My Number.” 

The band toned it down 
part way through the evening 
with an acoustic set in which 
drummer Sean Dalton played 
the bongo drums. Dalton 

continued on the bongos 
for a drum solo and then 
proceeded to play on his 
drum kit, a highlight for many 
fans. Guitarist John-Angus 
MacDonald also stood out 

playing many guitar solos 
throughout the night.  

The Trews capped off the 
night with “Man of Two Minds,” 
a cover of Bob Marley’s, “Three 
Little Birds,” and then their own 

song “Fleeting Trust”.  
The other members of The 

Trews include Colin MacDonald 
on vocals, Jack Syperek on bass 
and Jeff Heisholt on keyboards, 
accordion and percussion.  

Trew	to	their	fans
Nova Scotia group delights MRC fans with classics and cover songs

by Amy Gregson
The Reflector

Photo by Amy Gregson

The Trews rocked out to a sold-out crowd as part of the 
Wyckham House grand opening festivities March. 14. 

To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or more months of full-time attendance at a college or university 
during 2008 or (ii) a valid high school identifi cation card. Expires July 31, 2009. Must also qualify for Instant Cash Back and Cash Back products. See offi ce for 
details. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada. SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/08 to 07/31/09 at participating locations in Canada only. 
For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card 
discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certifi cates.

walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money 
and you could win $5,000 towards a road trip. visit refundroadtrip.ca

come in today or call 
1-800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)

walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money 
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Bell Orchestre
As Seen Through The 
Windows
Arts & Crafts Productions

Instrumental popular music 
has been sorely lacking in the 
Canadian music landscape 
recently but it seems to be 
slowly emerging. Arcade Fire 
may be the most successful 
orchestral pop music band 
out there, but Calgary’s own 
Woodpigeon isn’t doing too 
bad either. With two members 
of Arcade Fire on-board, Bell 
Orchestre’s latest album, As 
Seen Through The Windows, it 
kind of makes sense to compare 
the two. 

What Bell Orchestre excels 
at is taking the listener on a 
journey with each and every 
one of their tracks. With no 
lyrics to distract or tell you what 
to think, the journey is personal, 
influenced by your own mindset 
at the time and what’s going 
on around you. It becomes the 
perfect escape while stuck in 
traffic or surrounded by a busy 
work environment. At 10 tracks 
it’s a tight, consistent album 
that takes your hand and lifts 
you up out of uncertain times. 

Selina Renfrow

Chris Cornell
Scream
Mosley Music/Interscope 
Recorder

Chris, I have always been 
one of your enthusiastic and 
encouraging fans. In your 
career you have never been 
afraid of taking artistic and 
creative risks. When your 
potentially blasphemous “Jesus 
Christ Pose” was released as 
a single, I applauded you. 
When you decided to leave 

Soundgarden, I winced, but I 
had your back. Even when you 
teamed up with the remnants 
of Rage Against the Machine to 
form supergroup Audioslave, I 
bought the album. Then your 
solo work; the risk you took 
in covering Michael Jackson’s 
“Billie Jean,” I thought you 
were a genius. What happened 
this time? 

Your 2009 Scream scares me. 
With one of the best set of pipes 
in the rock world you go to 
Timbaland for help? That is like 
Shaq teaching Sidney Crosby to 
dunk. Chris, stick with what you 
are good at. Your single “Pick it 
up” makes me want to put it 
down. What are you gonna do 
next? Paint girls in gold and get 
50 Cent to rap your bridges? 
I appreciate the risk you have 
taken, but you have alienated 
your fans that have kept you 
relevant all these years.

Jordan Nakaska

Kelly Clarkson
All I Ever Wanted
19 Recordings Limited

Kelly Clarkson seems to start 
every CD off the same way, the 
boy-bashing song to pump you 
and your girlfriends up while 
driving in the car. Which, if 
you ask me, is not a bad thing. 
But if you listen to her first 
single, she is going back to 
the boy that dissed her, but I 
guess haven’t we all. Confusing 
yes, but the rest of the album 
stays true to Clarkson’s style. 
With it’s upbeat, feet bobbing 
hits you get a great mixture 
on Clarkson’s fourth album, 
All I Ever Wanted. She slows it 
down with a couple soft ballads 
where you can really see why 
she was the first American Idol 
winner.  Overall, Clarkson pulls 
off another hit — a great array 

of different sounds and beats. 
Got to love the boy-bashing 
goodness she has to offer.

Kelsey Chadwick

Howie Beck
How To Fall Down In 
Public
Arts and Crafts

I’m a little wary of listening 
to random CDs to review these 
days, especially after I was 
assigned what looked like a 
folksy CD and had to listen to 12 
tracks of death metal. However, 
with How To Fall Down In Public 
I was pleasantly surprised.

Beck’s folksy sound and 
guitar riffs on tracks like “ Fin” 
and “Save Me” have a vintage, 
almost ’70s feel to them, 
reminiscent of the days of free 
love while “Beside This Love” 
makes one think of a smoky ‘30s 
piano bar, with Beck tickling the 
ivories in a tuxedo and “Watch 
Out For The Fuzz” is just plain 
fun to listen to.

It’s that range of songs and 
Beck’s voice that make for easy 
listening. This is the kind of 
album you can listen to all day 
despite the fact there are only 
nine tracks.

Kelsey Hipkin

Trouble Andrew
Trouble Andrew
Virgin Records

As intergalactic techno 
space pirates cruise through 
the depths of a psychedelic 
alternate final frontier battling 
alien saucers, Trouble Andrew 
is the album that they pop into 
their disc drives. 

With Hal 9000 like vocals 
and great new-age backing 

instrumentals, it is easy to listen 
to the 10 energetic danceable 
space-age beats. However, my 
favourite track is the up-tempo 
“Chase Money,” which boasts 
tight lyrics and crazy sound 
effects.  It would not be a stretch 
to say that Trouble Andrew has 
an old school Elvis Costello 
feel which “pumps you up” for 
the songs. With all retro music 
puns aside, some of the beats 
sound alike, but the songs just 
have to be heard to appreciate 
the music. If alternate techno is 
your cup of tea, pick up a copy 
of Trouble Andrew. This album 
makes me want to play Alien 
Invaders and that is a good 
thing. 

Kimberley Jev

Want to write a CD review? 
E-mail what genre of music 
you like to Selina at 
artseditor@thereflector.ca

Juno Awards 09
2009 Juno Nominees
Warner Music Canada

It’s Juno time again music fans, time for 
us all to sit back and celebrate our Canadian 
music scenes. 

This 18-track disc includes the talents of 
artists like Celine Dion, Simple Plan, Serena 
Ryder, Michael Buble and Divine Brown.

Love her or hate her Celine Dion has an 
incredible set of pipes and “Taking Chances” 
is a great example. Following in Dion’s 

incredible pipes footsteps is the gutsy broad 
with the voice to match: Serena Ryder with 
“Little Bit of Red.” Last year’s winner for best 
new artist, Ryder is up for album of the year 
this time around.

Also up for album of the year (brace yourself 
Effie) is k.d Lang, yes ladies and gentlemen, 
she’s back. Did anyone know? Why didn’t 
Cindy Crawford tell us?

Last year’s Juno sweetheart, Calgary’s own 
Feist, was left off the CD which kind of sucks 
ass, the girl is a great musician.

Take a listen, this one’s a gooder.

Kelsey Hipkin

Juno	compilation	‘eh’	okay
Serena Ryder holds her own next to Celine Dion and Michael Buble´

02.

03.

04.

05.

01.

WEB EXTRAS

For sample tracks

TheReflector.ca
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Mashing-up	copyright	
Film accuses property laws of failing to keep pace with digital age

A suburban teenage girl, a 
San Francisco DJ and a single 
mother living in Minnesota 
may come from different 
walks of life, but they all 
hold something in common. 
All were broadsided by 
charges related to copyright 
infringement.

It is with this knowledge 
that Quebec filmmaker Brett 
Gaylor set out to create his 
latest documentary: RiP! A 
Remix Masterpiece.

“It is not possible to 
prosecute everyone,” Gaylor 
explains, noting that more 
people are registered on peer-
2-peer sharing site Napster 
than voted in the 2004 U.S. 
Presidential election. “Instead, 
we are seeing specific people 
being targeted by these 
corporations, which is really 
ridiculous. They are thrown 
into a lawsuit for allegedly 
being caught in some illegal 
activity when really everyone 
is doing it.”

Gaylor, a self-proclaimed 
technology geek, believes 
times are changing and the 

laws surrounding copyright 
must adapt.

“The current business model 
is simply not in step with the 
times,” Gaylor said. “I have 
always involved myself in the 
digital culture and now more 
than ever before I believe there 
is a conflict brewing between 
those who want to share 
information and those who 

want to lock up information.”
To show the influence this 

new information age can have, 
Gaylor spends a great deal 
of his film delving into the 
sub-culture of his favourite 
artist: Girl Talk. A Pittsburgh-
based DJ, Girl Talk samples 
thousands of tracks from other 
artists to pull together songs of 
his own, known as mash-ups.

“I think I big part of it for 
me is that with remixing you 
can cram so much meaning 
into your work,” Gaylor said. 
He points to an example in the 
film where clips of George W. 
Bush are cut together to make 
it seem like the former U.S. 
president is singing the lyrics 
to John Lennon’s “Imagine.” 
Images of bombs falling on 

houses and soldiers engaging 
in firefights accompany the 
song to create an interesting 
juxtaposition.

“On the one hand it is 
really funny; at the same 
time it is a major critique of 
the Bush administration and 
war mongering,” Gaylor said. 
”Remixing allows you to create 
something new that has never 
been seen before and it can 
serve as an extremely valuable 
venting mechanism.”

Gaylor believes the extreme 
costs behind sampling music 
do not add up because 
remix culture strives to give 
credit to the original artist, 
similar to citing sources in an 
academic essay. At the same 
time, he advocates creating 
organizations where all 
royalty funds can be put into 
one pot and then redistributed 
to artists — not corporations, 
which often reap the rewards 
of successful litigation.

“We need to embrace this 
media world that we live in, 
artists should reflect the world 
around you,” he said.

RiP! A Remix Masterpiece 
opens Mar. 20 at the Uptown 
Stage & Screen.

Photo by Kat Baulau, National Film Board of Canada

Brett Gaylor, left, director of RiP: A Remix Masterpiece, shakes hands with his favourite  
artist Girl Talk, who samples thousands of tracks to create songs of his own called mash-ups. 

by Jeremy Nolais
Publishing Editor

The	Rush	is	on
Nothing beats a cheap laugh, 

but what about a cheap ticket? 
The Calgary Improv Brier 

kicked off March 13 with an 
evening filled with crazy people 
and gut wrenching skits, but 
getting to enjoy this hilarious 
improv comedy at a discounted 
rate was the cherry atop a nut-
covered sundae. 

LiveRush Calgary is a 
program specifically designed 
for students and the famous 
student budget, or rather the 
lack thereof. 

High school, college and 
university students are able to 
purchase last-minute tickets 
at a discounted rate to many 
of Calgary’s entertainment 
endeavours. 

“I’ve had a great experience,” 
said Laura-Anne Selbee, 

a longtime member of the 
LiveRush program. 

“It’s easy to use and free, 
which is great,” she added with 
a grin.

There is no cost to become 
a LiveRush member and the 
only requirement is that the 
participant must hold a current 
student I.D. – full time, part 
time, continuing education, 
high school, you name it. 

Students can purchase tickets 
an hour before their allotted 
show begins; any exceptions are 
posted on the website. 

Ranging from $10-$20, 
tickets are significantly reduced 
for quick sale, and students 
can purchase two tickets at the 
discounted rate. The student’s 
guest doesn’t have to be a 
LiveRush member or a student 
— finally you have an excuse to 
take grandma to that play she’s 
been dying to see.

 “We feel it’s really unique,” 
said Charis Birchall, marketing 
and programs coordinator for 
Calgary Arts Development. 

“It’s a really exciting program 
that reaches new audiences.”

Birchall said that while 
the program is designed to 
serve students, it also helps 
organizations by filling last 
minute empty seats and 
reaching a new audience that 
may not normally engage in 
their productions. 

Some of LiveRush’s partners 
include the Vertigo Mystery 
Theatre, the Calgary Opera, 
Alberta Ballet, and the Art 
Gallery of Calgary. 

Of the nearly five years that 
Selbee has been a member, she 
has only missed attending one 
performance because of sold-
out tickets. 

“The best thing is to make sure 
tickets aren’t sold out. You can 

usually avoid disappointment 
that way,” said Selbee. 

She suggests browsing the 
LiveRush website before the 
show and checking Ticketmaster 
to make sure the event still has 
room.

For Selbee, graduation is 
around the bend, leaving her 
with only five more weeks 
to enjoy this penny-saving 
program.

While sadness overwhelms 
her theatre-drawn soul, Selbee 
wishes the other 700 members 
and counting the best of times, 
and encourages the rest of the 
student population to get on 
board.  

So what are you waiting for? 
Hit up the LiveRush website, 
liverushcalgary.ca, download 
your exclusive membership and 
enjoy some of Calgary’s best 
arts and entertainment without 
burning a hole in your wallet. 

by Andrea Goss
The Reflector

 403.440.6517

Spring & summer 
registration is

NOW ON!

We have over 100 classes to 
choose from.

Register early to get the 
classes you want!

Call 403.440.6517 or check our 
Rec Guide for more details.



BY THE 
NUMBERS

11: Number of 
ACAC titles 

won by the Cougars 
men’s basketball team 
after their recent 
championship.

24: A new 
consecutive 

Brier round robin wins 
record set by team 
Alberta, led by skip 
Kevin Martin.

97: kilograms. 
The weight 

of Louisville Cardinals 
forward Terrence 
Williams. The Cardinals 
are seeded number 
one in the NCAA 
men’s March Madness 
tournament. 

302: speed 
in 

kilometres a ball 
can travel in a game 
of Jai alai, which is 
best described as 
a combination of 
lacrosse and squash.
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I have 

never 
really been 

interested in 
curling, I don’t even 

remember ever sitting 
down and watching an 

entire match on television. 
I remember playing once in 

junior high and falling pretty hard 
on the ice.  So sports editor Kelsey 

Hipkin and I headed down to the 
Brier being held at the Saddledome.
Now, Kelsey has watched curling 

before and understands the rules.  I, 
however, was not sure what to expect. 

All week from friends and on the radio I 
had heard how crazy curling fans were and 

that they love their sport. Boy, were these 
people right. 

We headed down on Mar. 11 for the first 
of two meetings between Alberta’s Kevin 
Martin and Ontario’s Glenn Howard. Besides 
this match, six other provinces were also 
going head to head that night.

From the first moment the teams were 
introduced and marched out onto the ice — 
lead by a couple of bagpipers — fans from 
every team were out in full force with their 
cowbells, pots and pans and boisterous 
voices to cheer on their favourite team. 

But, it didn’t stop there. 
People were decked out in face paint, 

shirts, hats, fancy wigs and flags to 
proclaim to others who they were 

cheering for.  
Jason Kell, watching his first 
Brier game ever, was decked out 

in blue and yellow face paint 
and had streamers in his 

hair cheering for Alberta. 
Alongside him were  

other family and  
friends of  

Martin’s team 
cheering.  

 

 
“It doesn’t look that exciting 

but it really is once you are cheering for one 
team,” he said.

Mike Bresett, who had already been to 
a draw earlier in the week, was there to 
support John Morris, the third on team 
Alberta as the two work together as firemen.

Bresett and Kell were sitting in front 
of some Ontario fans, one of which was 
wearing a giant orange foam cowboy hat 
with “Team Howard” taped on it.  

As the night went on some trash talking 
was going on between the Alberta and 
Ontario fans but it was all in good fun.  

“I think there is some kind of curling fact 
out there that a team that wears white belts 
and white socks has never won a Brier,” said 
Bresett about team Ontario’s attire. 

“I’m pretty sure there should be an 
automatic default but it hasn’t happened 
yet.”

That wasn’t the only battle happening off 
the ice between Ontario and Alberta’s fans. 
Every time Ontario would score a point at 
the end of eight rocks, an older gentlemen 
decked out in a green shirt and hat with 
numerous pins on it would grab his giant 
Ontario flag and chase those who had 
Alberta flags around the stands.  

Despite the two teams being in a close 
battle with each other, the curling crowd 
understands it is all in good fun. 

“I enjoy the crowd, the people; it’s 
all friendly here,” said Trevor Barker,  

who drove down from Edmonton 

for 
the day 
with his 
curling team to 
cheer on Alberta. 

The best thing about 
the curling fans and 
the atmosphere during a 
match was the support of the 
other teams. Even the players 
understand this.

“We make a good shot and get 
a few cheers,” said Ontario skip 
Glenn Howard, after his team lost 
7-6 to team Alberta. “I’d much rather 
have them cheering for us because it 
sure does get your blood going and your 
adrenalin pumping.

“The crowd’s been great and they 
should be.  It’s the home province for Kevin 
(Martin) and the boys and I totally expect 
it.” 

While Howard, wishes the crowd was 
cheering for him, Alberta’s second Marc 
Kennedy sees it as helpful for his team. 

“The crowd just gives you that extra bit 
of intensity, that little extra boost,” he said. 
“They are so loud I think they might be 
setting some records this week.  It’s a good 
feeling.  It’s almost like having a fifth man 
out there.”  

For me personally, I was definitely 
impressed by the intensity and support 
the fans have for their team, the sport 
and each other.  

It was a community that sweeps 
you in and I even found myself 
secretly cheering and hoping 
for good shots. I suggest that 
everyone experience this kind 
of crowd for themselves at 
some point in their life 
because it’s a different 
atmosphere than 
any other sport. 
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The Reflector
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Brier	rocks	
the	’dome!
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Photos by Kelsey Hipkin 

Clockwise – Kevin Martin anticipating his next move 
during team Alberta’s victory over Ontario, Mar. 11; 
Glenn Brent and Howard Laing of team Ontario contem-
plating their next shot; Brier Bear and friend rousing 
the crowds at the ‘Dome; team Alberta fans Jason Kell 
and Mike Bresett decked out in the blue and gold.
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Calling	all	recruits
Cougars prowling for fresh blood 

NEXT HOME GAME:
CALGARY ROUGHNECKS
VS. COLORADO MAMMOTH
SAT. MAR. 21 - 7:30 P.M.

Want to see the Calgary Roughnecks in action?
Post a comment on the redesigned Reflector website at www.thereflector.ca and you and a friend could win free tickets to see Roughnecks battle the Rochester Knight Hawks on April 4.

Ensure you enter an email address that you can be reached at. Contest winners will be notified March 19th after the release of our next issue.

SUMMER
JOBS

COLLEGE PRO PAINTERS
is presently looking for responsible / hard-

working University or College 
students for:

Full-Time Painting Positions
May - August

No experience required, 
we will train you to paint.

Positions available in your area.
If interested call 1-888-277-9787

or apply online at www.collegepro.com

The Mount Royal Cougars 
men’s basketball team were 
crowned ACAC Champions 
after defeating Concordia 
University on Mar.7.

The championship was 
the team’s third in four 
years. In total, the men’s 
basketball team has won 
11 championships, their 
first coming in the 1964-65 
season.

“It was a great win for 
our program, we have 
worked hard all year to get 
that trophy back where 
it belongs and the guys 
performed when they 
needed to,” said head coach 
Marc Dobell in a Cougar 
Athletics press release.

 “ We are looking forward 
to another two weeks 
together and competing for 
a National Championship.”

The Cougars finished the 
regular season in first place 
in the ACAC South Division 
with 18 wins and two losses. 
Jordan Hone led scoring 
in the regular season with 
255 points for an average of 
11.59 per game.

With the ACAC 
championship win, the 
team will advance to the 
CCAA Nationals at the 
University of Northern 
British Columbia in Prince 
George from Mar. 19-21.

Kelsey Hipkin— 

With Mount Royal playoffs 
wrapping up, thoughts are 
starting to turn from ACAC 
Championships to recruiting new 
players for next season.

“Recruiting is absolutely crucial 
to developing your program,” said 
Jean LaForest, head coach of the 
Cougars men’s hockey team.

While recruiting is important 
LaForest said he wouldn’t trade 
it for the opportunity to compete 
and go deep in the playoffs.

“As far as the athletics 
department role in recruiting, we 
are looking to provide our coaches 
with all the tools necessary to 
ensure their potential student-
athletes can make an informed 
decision,” said Kyle Henry, events 
and communications coordinator 
for Cougar Athletics.

“We have one of the top 
programs in the country, so 
ensuring we market ourselves as 
such is important.”

The most recent acquisition for 
the Cougars men’s volleyball team 
came in the form of 6’5 Central 
Memorial setter Jarron Mueller.

Last summer Mueller won gold 
with Alberta’s provincial team 
at the National Team Challenge 
Cup. Two years ago the setter 
was named the Alberta Volleyball 
Under-16 Player of the Year.

“We have been watching Jarron 
develop through high school and 
club for a number of years now,” 
men’s volleyball head coach 
Shawn Sky said in a press release 
for Cougar Athletics.

“We are very impressed with 
his leadership abilities and his 
intelligence on and off the floor. 
His character and work ethic are 

exactly what we are looking for in 
a student-athlete.

“He is a tremendous addition 
to our program, and is arguably 
the best high school setter in the 
country. We couldn’t be happier 
with his decision to join our 
program at Mount Royal.”

Cougars men’s basketball 
head coach Marc Dobell says 
the recruiting process is a group 
effort.

“The whole staff is involved 
in our recruiting, we have all our 
coaches go out and watch games, 
talk to kids, and provide input 
into who we look at and talk to.”

He said the team has a few 
players in mind to recruit but 
aren’t sure yet how many spots 
will be open for incoming 
recruits.

“We really hope to have most 
of our players back next year … 
we will know more in a week or 
two.”

Henry said that Cougar 
Athletics has created an 
“Experience Cougar Athletics” 
brochure, which outlines Mount 
Royal’s “history, facilities, 
scholarships and much more. 

It will be a great resource for 
our department moving forward, 
to provide potential student-
athletes with an overview of 
who we are, and what we have to 
offer.”

He added that the athletics 
department is also updating 
the website to provide more 
information to recruits.

LaForest said that from a 
hockey perspective a lot of high 
school level players the team 
talks to are in playoffs as well 
and because of that recruitment 
communication can, “sometimes 
takes a little longer.”

Photo by Aris Aristorenas

 Fresh off winning the ACAC Championship the Cougars 
men’s basketball team will be looking for new recruits  
although head coach Marc Dobell hopes to have most of his 
existing team back next season.

by Kelsey Hipkin
Sports Editor

Cougars	crowned		
champs
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Breaking	down	the	brackets	
Sixty-five teams duke it out for college basketball glory

It’s that time of year again 
baby!  

Crack a beer, fill a bowl full of 
nachos, work your butt into your 
favourite spot on the couch and 
prepare to watch hours and hours 
of the greatest creation in all of 
sport: the NCAA March Madness 
tournament.

This may well be the most 
wide-open tournament in recent 
memory, so before filling out 
your own bracket, check out The 
Reflector’s favourites in each 
region, as well as some sleeper 
squads that could pay huge 
dividends along the way.

West

Final Four bound: Memphis. 
John Calipari’s team may not 
be quite as deep as last year’s, 
which ran all the way to the 
final before losing to Kansas in 
overtime, but they should still 
easily roll through this relatively 
easy region.

Big Upset: Purdue over 
Connecticut. UConn will be 
without star guard Jerome 
Dyson and the Boilermakers 
from Purdue have been a steady 
force in a year of uncertainty.

Potential Cinderella: 

Mississippi St. If the SEC 
champion Bulldogs can stun 
No. 4-seed Washington in the 
opening round then all other 
foes should take note.

Midwest

Final Four bound: Louisville. 
In what is by far the toughest 
region, the number one team in 
the nation is in for a rocky ride, 
however the Cardinals proved 
they have the talent to win it all 
after taking the Big East crown.

Big Upset: USC over Michigan 
St. The Trojans surprised many 
by winning the Pac-10 and that 
momentum should see them 
dance into the Sweet 16.

Potential Cinderella: 
USC. Again the Trojans have 
a tremendous upside and 
could turn an already brutal 
bracket into a nightmare for all 
involved.

South

Final Four bound: Syracuse. 
The Orange proved they are as 
dangerous as any other team 
in the NCAA after surviving a 
marathon game against UConn 
that went six overtimes in the 
Big East tourney. Look for them 
to stun the Oklahoma Sooners 
— led by national player of 
the year Blake Griffin — in the 
Sweet 16.

Big Upset: Western 
Kentucky. The Hilltoppers 
could shock many with upsets 
over Illinois and everyone’s 
favourite Cinderella team from 

Gonzaga in the first two rounds.
Potential Cinderella:  Western 

Kentucky. Tyler Hansbrough and 
the rest of the North Carolina Tar 
Heels need to watch out if the 
Hilltoppers make it to a potential 
Sweet 16 matchup.

East

Final Four bound: 
Pittsburgh. The Panthers will 
finally end their quarter-century 
curse of never making it past the 
Sweet 16. DeJuan Blair, Sam 
Young and Levance Fields are 
probably the most dangerous 
trio in the nation.

Big Upset: Florida St. over 
Xavier. There won’t be many 
upsets in this weak region, but 
the Seminoles did run all the 
way to the ACC final in what 
proved to be an extremely deep 
conference.

Potential Cinderella: 
Minnesota. If the Golden 
Gophers (got to love the name) 
can get past the oft-inconsistent 

Blue Devils from Duke, they 
could create serious problems 
for Pitt’s run-and-gun offence.

Final Four

Semi-finals: Louisville over 
Memphis. The Tigers simply 
have not played many teams 
that possess the talent of the 
Cardinals this year and this 
should be enough for Rick Pitino 
and co. to land a spot in the 
national final.

Syracuse over Pittsburgh. 
With three of the final four teams 
being from the Big East, this 
matchup could easily go either 
way. The Orange are surging 
and will be looking to avenge an 
18-point loss earlier this season.

National Championship: 
Louisville over Syracuse. This 
all-Big East showdown may 
prove to be one for the ages. 
The Cardinals have let down 
the Louisville faithful in the 
past but look for them to find 
redemption this year.

by Jeremy Nolais
Publishing Editor

WEB EXTRAS

For more NCAA

TheReflector.ca

1998 – Kentucky Wildcats

1999 – Connecticut Huskies

2000 – Michigan State Spartans

2001 – Duke Blue Devils

2002 – Maryland Terrapins

2003 – Syracuse Orange

2004 – Connecticut Huskies

2005 – North Carolina Tar Heels

2006 – Florida Gators

2007 – Florida Gators

2008 – Kansas Jayhawks

Reflecting on March Madness
Ten champions in ten years

The place to 
on campus.

Spring & Summer
registration is

NOW ON!

royal.ca/recr re (U130)

personal training
group fitness
dance
mind, body & spirit
sport instruction

triathlon training
first aid & CPR
certifications
climbing
aquatics

MOUNT ROYAL students under the MRC 
Health and Dental Plan are covered for:

100% Cleanings

DON’T PAY UP FRONT  
FOR COVERED SERVICES
The amount covered by the dental plan is              
billed directly to the insurance company  
so you don’t pay up front.

Monday - Friday 8 am - 8 pm 
Saturday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Conveniently located at the  
Brentwood Village Mall
Close to the Brentwood  

C-Train Station
 

For patients not covered by  
MRC’s student insurance plan  

we directly bill  most 
insurance companies.

DR. RONDA SALLOUM & ASSOCIATES

FREE  
TEETH 

WHITENING 
KIT  

FOR ALL NEW PATIENTS
With coupon. 

Some conditions apply. 

MRC Health 

& Dental Plan 

coverage 

lasts until 

August


