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briefs
Toronto 
City Council refuses 
to take down Rainbow 
flag outside of City Hall 
despite Mayor Rob Ford’s 
request. 

Measles: 
Four Calgarians have 
been diagnosed with 
measles — three of those 
received the vaccination 
for prevention from the 
virus.

Harper: 
Prime Minister Harper 
announced a $1-billion 
dollar plan to rework the 
First Nations education 
plan. “This is historic 
and it is a great day for 
Canada, for First Nations 
communities and for the 
next generation,” Harper 
said. “But it is also long 
overdue.”

It is no secret that Target Canada 
is not living up to its American 
counterpart. With Canadians 
having high expectations for the 
opening of USA’s second most 
popular discount retailer, disap-
pointment has struck a chord 
with shoppers.

 “It doesn’t have quite as much 
variety, but that is to be expected 
in our Canadian market,” said 
Nate Sterzik. The fourth year 
business student reflected on his 
experiences in Canada’s version 
of American discount retailer.

“I don’t get why we have to 
spend more on stuff. We have 
high taxes and have to pay more 
for the things we want,” Sterzik 
said. 

Michelle Briegel, Child and 
Youth studies professor at Mount 
Royal University, is frustrated by 
the anti climactic introduction of 
the chain.

“It sucks. I have been a few 
times and the shelves are never 
stocked. There is little selection 
for children’s apparel and shoes. 
It’s not really worth it,” she said. 

Briegels sentiments were 
echoed by many members of the 
Mount Royal community, most 
students and instructors expect-
ed more. 

Target executives are likely 
having similar feelings towards 
the expansion. Shares have 
dropped 29 cents this quarter for 
the company since the Canadian 

stores opened their doors. 
So why exactly does Target 

Canada not measure up in com-
parison to our southern neigh-
bours? Namely, poor prices. 

First-year computer science 
student, Andie Longhee, feels 
the company could improve their 
stores by not being an “expensive 
Zellers.”

It’s no surprise that shoppers 
are noticing the negative aspects 
of the retailer, Target’s move to 
Canada saw the company slash-
ing profits by nearly 50 per cent. 

The response hasn’t been all-
bad. A recent online survey done 
by The Reflector showed that stu-
dents were having mixed feelings 
about the discount chain.  

Students who responded to 
the survey agreed with Breigel 
that the shelves were too empty 
while others felt that the chain 
exceeded their expectations with 

its opening. 
One responder acknowledged 

the difference between the 
two countries saying, “not the 
same selection, but that is be-
cause most US Targets are super 
Targets and we won’t have super 
Targets until a couple of years of 
business.” 

On the flip side, responders 
felt that the discount retailer 
had room for improvement say-
ing, “assistance is slim and prices 
aren’t competitive,” adding that 
the new store is “nothing new.” 

One big complaint of Canadian 
shoppers, based on reviews 
found online, was the lack of de-
signer labels coming to our coun-
try. Target in America is known 
for its trendy collaborations with 
top fashion designers such as 
Missoni and Jason Wu. 

Don’t expect the company to 
continue to tread lightly. Target 

has set expectations for them-
selves to make a bigger splash 
in the Canadian market going 
forward. 

Target Canada president Tony 
Fisher told Canada.com that he 
wants to mold Canadians into ac-
cepting the “one-stop shopping” 
mantra, he told the website that 
the company “needs to redefine 
the Canadian shopping experi-
ence.” 

Only time will tell if Target 
Canada can measure up and hit 
the mark with Canadians. 

Target  
Canada  
misses  
mark
Time will tell if 
Canadians accept 
Target for “one-
stop-shopping”

Kari Pedersen
Staff Writer

Illustration: Kaity Brown

Target may love Canada, but Canadians feel betrayed by its anti-climactic opening which yielded higher prices, cheaply-
made products and less selection than its American counterpart.

The ghost of budgets past lin-
gered in the air as Deputy 
Premier Dave Hancock walked 
the halls of Mount Royal 
University on Monday, Feb. 3. 
His visit was part of a province 
wide visit to all post-secondary 
institutions as the newly ap-
pointed Minister of Innovation 
and Advanced Education.

Hancock was not Minister 
when the province cut $147 mil-
lion from Alberta’s post-second-
ary operating grants last year. 
However, the legacy left its mark 
on Mount Royal University — the 
suspension and cutting of eight 
programs, 72 job positions, as 
well as cuts to the maintenance 
and operating costs. Do you ever 
shiver in a classroom and need 
to wear your winter garments in-
side? You can blame that on the 
2013-2014 budget cuts.

M RU  p re s i d e n t  D av i d 
Docherty does not expect great 
news for next year’s budget, 
but doesn’t have the same ap-
prehensions or fears that he did 
this time last year. With regards 
to the budget he said “I am cau-
tiously optimistic that we will 
get a little bit of a reinvestment, 
but at the worst case scenario we 
won’t be cut again. I’m hoping.”

When questioned about the 
upcoming budget, Hancock 
could not say anything for cer-
tain with regards to the poten-
tial March roll out. However, he  
warned that it is a period of fiscal 
restraint. 

“Let’s make the most valuable 
use of resources that we can, I 
think I am meeting with all of the 
post-secondary (schools) across 
the province to talk about budget 
issues, (and) aspiration(s),” he 
said.  

Hancock added that there 
would be 10 to 15 years of pres-
sure on the system due to a 
baby boom and immigration. 

He hopes for steady growth, but 
as of right now, an unwavering 
state is all that can be promised.  

Despite the looming budget 
and all that it entails, Hancock 
seemed ready to take on his new 
role.  He wants to help break 
down any potential barriers for 
students so that they are set up 
for success when attending these 
institutions, as well as when 
finding a job post-graduation. 

For Docherty, continuity is key. 
With the high turnover in the 
minster’s role, it has been hard 
to get things accomplished. He 
said that the reinstatement of 
Hancock as Minister has been 
beneficial.

“(…) we have somebody who 
was the former minister of ad-
vanced education, albeit it was 
a number of years ago. It has 
taken him less time to learn the 
file than it would for someone 
coming in from outside. That is 
just very helpful for all of us. I 
think it is helpful for the minis-
ter, I think it is helpful for all the 
post-secondary institutions in 
Alberta because he understands 
post-secondary.”

With another crack at the bat, 
hopefully Hancock is around 
long enough to make some posi-
tive changes and help everyone 
forget the foul taste of the 2013-
2014 budget cuts. 

MRU cautiously optimistic
for 2015 budget

Deputy Premier and newly appointed Minister 
of Innovation and Advanced Education  
Dave Hancock visits Mount Royal University  
to talk money

Kyla Bodley
Staff Writer

MRU President David Docherty [Left] greets newly 
appointed Minister of Innovation and Advanced Education, 
Dave Hancock, [Right] before going into a budget meeting.

Photo: Kyla Bodley
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The Bella Concert Hall is set 
to open its doors in 2015 and 
strives to not only work as an in-
dependent entity, but also to be 
the home of the Conservatory — 
freeing up space in the Lincoln 
Park campus.

Named after Mary Belle Taylor, 
the matriarch of the Taylor fam-
ily, the hall is where music and 
arts will collide at Mount Royal 
University’s very own doorstep. 
The hall received its name from 
Taylor’s nickname, Bella, as she 
was fondly remembered. It is 
Fitted with 774 seats, it will be 
Calgary’s largest concert venue, 
attracting a multitude of per-
formance artists in different 
communities across the city and 
Canada. 

Paul Dornian, the Director 
of the Conservatory sat down 
to chat about why the Bella 
Concert Hall is important for 
Mount Royal, as well as for all 
Calgarians.

The Reflector: How are 
things going with the Bella 
Concert Hall?

Paul Dornian: They are go-
ing great. They are keeping to 
their construction schedule, the 
roof has been going on in the last 
week [Jan. 27 to Jan. 31], which 
is not like your roof or my roof. I 
had my first full tour of the place 
last Friday and it was very excit-
ing — I think it is just going to be 
an absolute stunner of a facility. 

TR: Are they ahead or behind 
schedule?

PD: They are a little bit ahead 
of schedule at the moment. There 
is not that many things that 
would be serious delays at this 
point because they have so much 
of the structural work done. It is a 
LEED [Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design] building 
and green buildings you have to 
meet all of these environmental 
standards. All of the carpets, fur-
niture, painting and everything 
give off these gasses and they 
have to do these purges a num-
ber of times to get the air up to 
the standards. They are telling us 
we can start getting our theater 
technicians in there to train in 
the Bella probably in April. And 
then, we were thinking of doing 
the second half, moving everyone 
probably in June in 2015. 

TR: Did the budget cuts or 
anything else of the sort affect 
the project or cause any delays? 

PD: No it didn’t because the 
budget for the province is for the 
post-secondary and its operating 
budget and this is capital bud-
get and so it comes from totally 
different sources. Now it didn’t 
affect the building project but it 
affects everyone in Mount Royal. 

You can’t whack post-second-
ary education the way they did 
last year and not affect every-
body. It has been a challenge 
this year. When you think about 
public events and all the cuts 
they had to do for custodial and 

so on, and you know trying to 
make sure things like the wash-
rooms get cleaned before you 
have the general public come in. 
They [the general public] may be 
sympathetic to the cuts, but they 
still don’t want to come to events 
where the space isn’t nice. 

TR: You are government fund-
ed as well as privately funded; 
can you speak about any chal-
lenges that you may have had 
fundraising?

PD: Well it is always a chal-
lenge. We do have a draw from 
Mount Royal, which is the part I 
said was coming down dramati-
cally each year, and that is what 
we want to get away from. We op-
erate on tuition revenue; we get 
a number of government grants, 
not from post-secondary but from 
things like Heritage Canada we 
have a lot of fundraising. 

So all those effective things 
come into play with the revenues. 
In our business plan we had as-
sumed that we would have to 
generate the money to pay the 
operating expenses for the build-
ing — that would be the worst-
case scenario. The province has 
been very good about giving 
lights on money to all the build-
ings that are part of the public 
sector. So we have had some en-
couraging words about that, but 
we are not there yet. 

TR: What are you hoping 
the Bella Concert Hall does for 
Mount Royal and the city of 
Calgary?

PD: Well what it does for 
Mount Royal is it gives us an-
other venue where everybody 
can come together. If you think 
about it, we don’t have anything 
bigger than the Ross Glen Hall, 
which used to be the Leacock 
Theatre. I see the Budget Town 
Hall is  being booked into the 
Leacock Theater in a couple of 
weeks because the Ross Glen is 

not available. It is crazy to have 
a big community and not have 
places for us to come together. 

I think with the Bella in gen-
eral, there is just not going to 
be another venue of that size in 
Calgary and there is a real need 
for it.

TR: Where would you like to 
see music, the arts, in Calgary in 
the next 10 or 15 years?

PD: It’s grassroots — it is start-
ing to grow. There is great vari-
ety there. What I would love to 
see with the arts is stability and 
by that I just mean, not every or-
ganization is going to succeed, 

doesn’t matter if you go to New 
York, you go to London, you go 
to Paris, some organizations do 
better, some do worse, but there 
needs to be more stability to the 
whole climate.

I have worked my whole pro-
fessional life in Calgary in the 
arts community. I’d love to see 
an environment where it wasn’t 
such a struggle for everybody ev-
ery year. Somewhere you could 
just have the assumption that 
we know all our basic issues are 
taken care of and spend our best 
energies just being creative and 
just doing really neat things for 
the community. 

Concert hall adding new  
dimension to music scene
Conservatory Director speaks about 
the opening of the Bella Concert Hall

For reservation-forgetters and 
spontaneous-romantics, we have 

7 date ideas that stand out 

Kyla Bodley 
Staff Writer

Map: Ronica Tang

These ideas are sure to knock your very special Valentine’s socks off. From comedies to  
candlelit dinners to murder mysteries, there is something for every kind of couple. 

Photo  courtesy: Paul Dornian

The Bella Concert Hall, set to open its doors in 2015, will be 
Calgary’s largest concert venue attracting a multitude of 
performance artists in different communities across the city 
and Canada.  

Valentine’s date-saver
Kaity Brown
News Editor

Forgot to book a reservation? 
Stuck in the dinner-and-a-movie 
rut? Or are you just unsure of 
how to impress your valentine? 
Look no further! 

The Reflector has your back 
with these seven ideas — from 
the lovey-dovey couple to the 
laid back, here are some events 
you won’t want to miss.

Adults Only Night at the Telus 
Spark Centre brings us “Love in 
the Digital Age” happening on 
Feb. 13 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
This one-of-a-kind event will get 
the muscle that really matters 
throbbing – your brain. Tickets 
are $45. 

For Trailer Park Boys fans, you 
can check out Randy & Mr. Lahey 
“A Valentines to Forget” on Feb. 
14 at 8 p.m. at the Gateway at 
SAIT. Nothing is more romantic 
than laughing at idiots together. 
Tickets are $13.50 plus charges.

The Vintage Valentine’s Day 
Dinner is for those longing for 
good ole days. On Feb. 14 from 
5 p.m. to 10 p.m. indulge in can-
dlelight and fancy food at the 
Selkirk Grille in Heritage Park. 

Tickets are $84.95 plus GST per 
person.

Tired of going to restaurants 
on dates? Take over the kitch-
en together with the Couples 
Cooking Class at 226 230 8 Ave. 
SW on Feb. 14 staring at 6 p.m. 
$75 per person. 

You can’t go wrong if it has the 
word ‘extravaganza’ in it, right? 
The Valentine’s Day Comedy 
Dinner Extravaganza is at 7 p.m. 
on Feb. 14 at the Marda Loop 
Community Centre. Dinner and 
a Show package: $89 or just a 
show: $59.

Halloween die-hard even on 
Valentine’s Day? Check out the A 
Valentine’s Eve Murder Mystery: 
Seance of S’Laughter, sneak over 
to The Barracks, Fort Calgary on 
Feb.14 from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $90 per person.

And last but not least, dance 
the night away with your special 
valentine at the Valentine’s Party 
hosted by the Danish Canadian 
Club on Feb. 15 starting at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $40 for members and 
$47.50 non-members.
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#MRU TWITTERSPHERE

@_courtneyfox: 20 education 
emails in 2 hours that all pretty 

much say the same thing...?! 
Are you kidding me...fuck off 

already #mru #mrued #stopit

@chadneufeld:  
Just yelled ‘GOLD AND SILVER’ 
down the #MRU hallway. Can’t 
believe the way #Sochi2014 
brings us together. #CanadaProud 
#WeAreWinter

#Sochiproblems seems to be 
trending topic getting all the 
laughs since the Olympics started 
on Feb. 7.

It seems the publicity of the 
event has been unevenly focused 
on the obvious flaws of the orga-
nizing of the $51-billion event — 
including one particularly hilari-
ous event where a bob-sledder, 
Johnny Quinn, was trapped in a 
bathroom and an elevator in the 
same weekend.

These, while comical, do 
not begin to explain why 
#Sochiproblems has become 
the most poignant Twitterism of 
a generation. The utterly and em-
barrassing failings of Sochi begin 
with the deplorable and widely 
known treatment of the LGBTQ 
community in the Russian 
Federation.

The treatment became inter-
nationally known after President 
Vladimir Putin’s government leg-
islated an anti-gay propaganda 
law, which prohibited gays from 
any public displays — including 
waiving flags and protesting.

Putin has since said that gay 
people must “leave children 
alone” during the Olympics.

Since the legislation was 
passed, the international spot-
light has been on the public 
chastisement, beatings and bru-
tal violence that the LGBTQ so-
ciety has been forced to endure 
in Russia, during a time where 
global acceptance of the commu-
nity has been generally moving 
in the positive direction. (Still a 
long way from where it should 
be).

What this issue represents is a 
value by the international com-
munity to step up for the values 
the Olympics ideally stand for.

We currently live in a world 
where the sovereignty of foreign 
nations is accepted as the status 
quo. This makes ignoring the 
hate crimes of another power — 
especially one with the political 
leverage of Russia — easy to do. 

It shouldn’t be this way. 
Sovereignty is stripping us of 
a chance for human justice. It 
should be the responsibility of 
every citizen of earth to destroy 
discrimination and hate any-
where it exists — even if a consti-
tution, a religious doctrine or any 
other piece of paper endorses it.

You may not think your aver-
age college student can change 
the political structure of a coun-
try as vast as Russia. To not make 
an attempt, however, is the indif-
ference that spurns hate forward. 
Everything is helpful.

Keep using #Sochiproblems 
and tweet @reflectthis your sto-
ries about the injustice of the 
2014 Winter Olympic Games in 
Sochi, Russia.

- The Reflector Staff

Comments? Visit thereflector.ca 
or in person at our  

office in the basement 
of Wyckham House. 

REFLECTORIAL

#Sochiproblems

What gets you in the mood  
for the Olympics?

“I’m Korean so I love 
watching figure skating. I’m 
very happy for Canada and 

their wins too, happy for both 
of them.”

April Inaecho
Criminal Justice

“Get together with some 
friends, drink beer and cheer 
for Canada.”
Seyawash Ghasimy 
Business

 
“Really easily! I love the 
Olympics, I wake up every 
morning and I’m into it, with 
my hoodie on.”
Brittany Dorozio 
English

@JarettHenderson: Thrilled 
#MRU will fly the Pride Flag in 

solidarity during #Sochi2014 
-- Thank you!! @DavidDMRU 

@mountroyal4u @samruBuzz  
@reflectthis #abpse

@catsandboobies: I’m mad 
because #mru has a really 

cute hockey team and it 
has caused me to rethink 

my life

@jaynelala:  
Heroine BEER and the 
COUGS kickin’ ass #mru 
#crowchildclassic

@MissTeenNewellC: Trying to 
find a parking spot at #MRU 
 is like trying to win  
lotto 649 twice in a row

“I’m not really into the 
Olympics, but my whole 

family loves it.”
Rebecca Mvundura

Sociology

“Watch the highlights.”
Alex Brukalski
Open Studies

“By drinking a  
Molson Canadian.”

Zak Richardson 
Business

The roof [on the Bella] has 
been going on in the last week, which 

is not like your roof or my roof.

Pg 3



features Features Editor
Albina Khouzina

featureseditor@thereflector.ca

Another sex survey has come and 
gone Mount Royal University, 
and looking at it from the view 
of the sex columnist, I’ve come 
to learn some of the hot fantasies 
and embarrassing stories from 
your sexual escapades. 
The trend this year, over tattoos 
and beards, seemed to be Doctor 
Who and Marvel characters for 
fictional and fantasy fucks (I 
myself dream of riding Captain 
America and leaving a couple 
stains on that shield of his). In 
true Alberta style, getting an 
“O” in the back of a truck in 
the mountains under the stars 
was frequently mentioned. One 
respondent even threw in Keith 
Urban singing across the field as 
they got plowed. 

MRU is also clearly no stranger 
to the eccentric and unusual in 
the bedroom, many having been 
asked to urinate on their partner 
or even perform a Cleveland 
Steamer (and even worse, the 
Alabama Hot Pocket — look that 
one up if you dare). 

The strangest response for 
funky bedroom forays has been 
a request to climb into a dog 
cage and be jizzed on through 
the cage bars (note that the 
line “You’re one hot bitch,” 
accompanied this submission). 
But whatever gets you off, as 
long as both enjoy it and there’s 
consent and protection — go 
forth and get your fix. But I have 
to say, if anal seems strange to 
you, it truly is a treat for all that 
I encourage trying (even if I have 
a huge bias). 

By far, I have to say my favorite 
response of all was “I have never 
been filled so completely” after 
sex. Not only did I almost die 
of laughter, I’ll definitely add it 
to my pillow talk in future sac 
sessions (if I happen to be well-
filled during/after a romp).  
Most of the responses to that 
question were sweet, ranging 
from “that was amazing,” to 
“I love you babe.” Romance is 
always appreciated between the 
sheets. 

Needless to say, this year’s 
survey confirmed what I already 
knew:  the sex lives of my fellow 
students are dirty, raunchy but 
sometimes a little vanilla (that’s 
totally okay). If you haven’t 
happened to have sex yet, don’t 
fret — it will happen when you’re 
ready!

One more thing: I really need 
to apologize. I left out bisexual 
as an option on the survey for 
“What do you identify as?” It was 
a complete oversight, and in the 
hopes of making sure everyone 
on the spectrum had a say, I left 
out an important group, which I 
am truly sorry for. Your voices — 
and sex lives — matter. 

I can’t wait until next year’s 
survey, and I expect plenty more 
wonderful sexscapades to come!

Cameron Perrier
Sex Columnist

Illustrations: Hannah Cawsey
Infographic: Michelle Vaniersel
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Your Students' Association students’ association
of mount royal university 

TALK TO YOUR CANDIDATES

2014 SAMRU ELECTIONS DEBATE

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 - NOON
WYCKHAM HOUSE, MAIN STAGE

Learn why they want to represent you and what they
are planning to accomplish if successfully elected

students’ association
of mount royal university 

DEADLINEFebruary 28!APPLY TODAY!
Over $20,000 in 
scholarships, awards 
and bursaries!
Submit applications to the SAMRU 
reception in room Z222  by 4:30 pm 
February 28, 2014. Application forms are 
available in the E - Awards booklet, reception 
in Z222 or online at www.samru.ca

ONLINE VOTING:
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 AT 9:00 A.M. TO

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 AT MIDNIGHT 

SAMRU.CA/VOTE
ELECTIONS

2014

Your Students’ Association: 
Bringing you the ultimate student experience samruBuzz
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When the rain came down in 
June of 2013 its impact had dev-
astating effects on many neigh-
bourhoods across Calgary. 

Chinatown was one of the 
neighbourhoods that was consid-
ered a state of emergency. They 
had a tough rebuild — with local 
businesses suffering from exten-
sive flood damage. 

The New Year celebrations that 
took place at the Calgary Chinese 
Cultural Centre on Jan. 25 and 
26 celebrated not only the year 
of the horse but signified a re-
birth of the neighbourhood.

Vivian Morgan, who is in 
charge of media relations with 
Calgary Chinese Cultural Centre, 
said that the year of the horse 
can be seen as “…very active, 
and they are fast so, people are 
hoping this year they will have 
a speedy success and a very 
healthy and active [start] for 
this year.”

This message was apparent in 
the bun tree — a towering 15-
foot structure that took centre 
stage in the foyer of the Cultural 
Centre. The Chinese buns (yes, 
the edible kind) decorated the 
tree and were stamped with 

“Ping An” (safe and sound), ‘’Ji 
Xiang” (Propitious) and ‘’Fu” 
(Good Fortune).

Another attraction was the 
Grand Show of the Dragon that 
took place at noon on Sunday. 
Despite the frosty temperatures, 
crowds of people gathered to 
watch the dragon slither around 
the west entrance of the centre.  
The dance was accentuated by 
colourful lions that created a 
memorable experience for both 
young and the old.

The rest of Sunday brought 
demonstrations of martial arts 
and a series of performances 
that helped showcase traditional 
Chinese dance and performance 
art. 

The God of Good Fortune was 
also on hand to offer insight on 
2014. People lined up to receive 
their fortune and grab a picture.

With leaving the past behind, 
the New Year is all about look-
ing forward into the future. This 
celebration, filled with commu-
nity and good cheer, gave a good 
start on what’s to come for the 
year of the horse.

Out with the snake; 
in with the horse

Kyla Bodley 
Staff Writer

If reading that headline didn’t 
make the song  by Salt ‘N’ Peppa 
pop into your head then you 
probably weren’t subjected to as 
much 90s music as I was grow-
ing up.  

That song always pops into my 
head at this time of year.  I had a 
youth pastor growing up who did 
a sex series in every February.  As 
a hundred or so pubescent and 
hormone filled teenagers filled 
into our sanctuary, that song was 
blasting over the church’s sound 
system. 

Everyone talks about sex 
around Valentine’s Day —  to me 
when you talk about sex, you’re 
also talking about marriage. I 
am part of a rapidly diminishing 

minority (in both religious and 
non-religious circles) that still 
lives as though one should not 
happen without the other. Even 
most individuals of faith have 
abandoned (intentionally or un-
intentionally) the idea of “no sex 
before marriage.”  

I don’t think that this makes 
me better than anyone else — it 
doesn’t — however, I do some-
times think I am a bit more for-
tunate.  I feel like I’ve suffered a 
little less because of my decision 
to wait.

AMP Radio Calgary start-
ed a Facebook discussion in 
November by asking their listen-
ers what they wish someone had 
told them about sex.  As you can 
imagine, there was a wide array 
of answers ranging from graphic-
to hilarious to sad.  

Two comments really stuck 
out to me.  A women named Tyla 
wished that someone had told 
her to wait until she was mature 
enough for sex and a lady named 
Mandy commented, “I wish that 
someone had told me that for 
your first time it should be with 
someone that you love.”

My heart broke reading those 
comments. 

Obviously, these women felt 
like sex (or at least their virgin-
ity) was something special and 
they were upset they had lost 
that too soon.  I recognize that 
not everyone actually believes 
that sex is “special” or anything 
more than another physical act 
you can do with your body.  I just 
can’t bring myself to fully under-
stand that mentality.  

That same youth pastor who-
played vintage hip-hop taught 
us about this amazing chemical 
in your brain called oxytocin.  
Oxytocin has been called the 
“love hormone” for a while and 
this name stems from its neuro-
logical role.  The release of oxy-
tocin creates a bond between two 
people that are having sex and 
increases feelings of love and af-
fection.  

This same chemical is almost 
primarily responsible for the 
bonding between a mother and 
child (both in child birth and 
breastfeeding).  Long story short, 
oxytocin’s main purpose is to 
bond people for life.  That’s why 

when 
a rela-
t i o n s h i p 
with some-
one ends, it’s like 
a drug withdrawal 
—  your brain is being 
deprived.  

The same radio station, 
which asked what people wished 
someone had told them about 
sex, has a new promotional cam-
paign running this month.  This 
campaign is called “The 90.3 
Hour Marriage.”  

AMP Radio is marrying two 
random strangers on Valentine’s 
Day, sending them to Vancouver 
to see Miley Cyrus in concert and 

then 
f l y -

ing them 
h o m e  t o 

get… divorced?  
They pride them-

selves in “ruining the 
sanctity of marriage since 

2014.”  
Frankly, I don’t know what the 

“sanctity of marriage” is exactly.  
What I do know is that the idea 
of only ever having one person 
that my heart (and brain full of 
oxytocin) call “lover” sounds re-
ally sexy. 

Let’s talk about sex, baby
...and not having it.

Jacqueline Eaton 
Faith Columnist

“I wish that someone had told me 
that for your first time it  
should be with someone 

that you love.”

Calgary’s Chinese Cultural Centre held 
Chinese New Year celebrations to say 
goodbye to the snake and welcome the year 
of the wooden horse.

Photo: Kyla Bodley

Martial Arts demonstrations took place Jan. 25 and 26, both days of Calgary’s year of the 
horse celebration.

Photo: Kyla Bodley  

The dragon cuts a scary face during the Grand Show  
of the Dragon.

Photo: Kyla Bodley  

The Bun Fun Tree reached 
heights of about 15 feet 
and is decorated with over 
2,000 traditional Chinese 
buns stamped with the 
words “Ping An,” “Ji Xiang” 
and “Fu.”
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October 19 was the day I stood 
at the front door of a cozy, two-
floor house waiting for a friends’ 
marijuana dealer to arrive. I had 
never done this before and had 

never seen or even spoken to a 
pot dealer. 

It only took a few seconds for 
the door to open, revealing a 
clearly-stoned teenager welcom-
ing me inside. “Come on in, we 
have a deal going on right now 
that you can watch,” he said.

Meet “Mr. Blaze,” my new best 
friend for the next few days.

The room inside was void of 
any furniture except for the ran-
dom littering of beanbag seats 
and an armchair, circled around 
a stained wood coffee table 

— covered with bongs, pipes, 
grinders, vaporizers, roaches, 
tiny baggies and of course, weed.

We were all circled around the 
table — a joint was being passed 
around among Blaze’s room-
mates and the customer.

“I’ve been doing this maybe 
since the summer, so not really 
that long,” said Blaze. 

He went on to explain how to 
be a good dealer: one must have 
the connections to sustain the 
gig. It became a back-up plan for 
him to come up with the money 
to stay in the house they were 
renting.

“There was a bit [of time] 
where I didn’t have that many 
people to sell everything I need-
ed to,” he added. 

As the customer left, I got to 
take a look at the product myself. 

He and his roommates brought 
up as much paraphernalia as 
they could find in the house and 
put it on display for me to see. A 
plethora of bongs, pipes, grind-
ers and two big bags of weed cov-
ered the floor, as it did the table. 
I asked myself ‘What would hap-
pen if we were caught with this 
stuff?’

“Well, I have my medical mari-
juana license — so this stuff is ac-
tually legal,” he said. “I can have 
six pounds of bud or 400 plants 
in my possession and it is not il-
legal.”

“[The doctor] was going to 
give me less of an amount until 
I said to him that I use it for but-
ter and cooking,” he said. “So I 
was able to boost my amount to 
50 grams daily.”

A few days later, on Oct. 25, 
Blaze and I were hanging out 
when he received a text from a 
buyer. It was time to see exactly 
how a deal goes down in the out-
side world. 

We drove down to a local Co-
Op and parked between two 
large trucks. 

He asked me to get in the back-
seat since it’s easier to have the 
buyer sit in the front seat to make 

the deal. 
When I got to the back, I saw a 

woman, about 35 years old, ap-
pearing from a nearby gas station 
in front of us. She was wearing 
a fleece jacket and she seemed 
very determined to get to our car. 

I started to panic when she got 
to the side of the car — expecting 
her to either get in the truck be-
side us or verbally accuse us for 
suspicious behavior. 

Suddenly, she was inside the 
car. I froze. I watched this wom-
an exchange the usual pleas-
antries and ultimately purchase 
weed. 

“Thanks man, I’ll see you 
soon,” she said.

And like that, she was gone. 
No hassle, no begging for more 
— just a simple meet and greet. 

I realized how simple it is.
Discretion and professionalism 

are some of the most important 
assets to any worker. The most 
common of people have all the 
basic requirements to pull off a 
deal.

When it comes to dealing, I 
found that it is not much differ-
ent than most other jobs in the 
world. 

The Reflector does not endorse, 
condone or encourage the use 
of and/or distribution of any 
illegal substance. Any and all 
views expressed are those of those 
interviewed.

Dope deals  
in suburbia
Not as clandestine as you may think

Will Cowan
Contributor

Photo: Will Cowan

A plethora of bongs, pipes, grinders and two big bags of weed covered the floor of  
Mr. Blaze’s house.

Photo: Will Cowan

Reflector contributor spent an afternoon with “Mr. Blaze” 
to find out how pot is distributed to suburbia.
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 What says romance on 
Valentine’s Day like taking your 
special someone out to the the-
atre? And what better production 
than Romeo and Juliet...but with 
New York gangs. West Side Story 
is the classic Shakespearian love 
story retold in New York in the 
mid 50s, where the feuding ‘fam-
ilies’ are two opposing gangs: the 
locals and the Puerto Ricans. 
Amidst the racial and social ten-
sion, Tony and Maria meet and, 
of course, fall in love. 

This critically acclaimed mu-
sical is full of some amazing 
songs such as “I Feel Pretty,” 
“Tonight” and “America.” With 
something for everyone, wheth-
er it be street fighting or sing-
ing, this love story will pull on 
your heartstrings. Going to see 

West Side Story won’t even break 
the bank with tickets starting 
at $35. The show starts at 8 
p.m at the Jubilee Auditorium. 
 If Broadway isn’t quite your 
thing, you may also want to 
check out Cinnamon Heartbreak 
Cabaret. Returning for its third 
Valentine’s event, the night fea-
tures a theatrical performance, 
belly dancing, the Rhinestone 
Affair Burlesque troupe and 
a performance from the up-
and-coming Calgary band 
Locomotive Ghost. The night 
features a bit of something for 
everyone, while also remaining 
easy on your wallet. Tickets are 
$22 in advance and $25 at the 
door. Doors open at 6 p.m., and 
the show starts at 8:30 p.m. at  
The Cat ‘n Fiddle Pub. 

Theatre in Calgary helping your VD

Love V-Day

The ‘flec picks the best theatre  
Calgary has to offer to celebrate  
Valentine’s Day

Leah Fink
Staff Writer

    To some, Valentine’s Day is about celebrating love and the relationships we value the most.  For others, 
it is merely a “corporate holiday” designed to make us spend money on chocolates and flowers and make 
faux-romantic gestures just because of the date. 

Whether you love it or hate it, there’s no arguing that Valentine’s Day is upon us.  And what better way 
to celebrate — or loath — Valentine’s Day than taking in some of Calgary’s theatre culture? Regardless 
of which camp you occupy, Calgary has a myriad of theatre events to offer. For that reason, The Reflector 
gives you a list of the best way to make the most of Feb. 14.

   If watching mushy romantic 
stuff is the last thing you want 
to do on Valentine’s Day, but 
you still want to get out, why 
not check out the story of a 
grisly death and a haunted mill? 
Vertigo Theatre’s current produc-
tion, The Huron Bride, will give 
you just that. Based on a haunt-
ed mill in Ontario in the early 
1800s, the story follows Hazel, 
recently arrived from Europe, 
as she starts work at her cousin’s 
mill. But there is a dark history 
that she doesn’t know about and 
a ghost who definitely doesn’t 
want her there. You won’t be 
thinking much of romance as you 
hope what is happening is only a 
story, and that you will be safe in 
the audience...

Don’t want romance? Don’t 
want horror either? How about  

comedy? 
Loose Moose Theatre is a great 

please to enjoy some high qual-
ity improv.  They run two shows 
on Friday nights: Maestro Improv 
and Past Your Bedtime. The for-
mer is a show where the audi-
ence votes between performers 
on who does the best improv 
scene. The losers are eliminated 
until only the maestro of improv 
is left. 

In the latter, Andrew and 
Renee of Loose Moose Theatre 
tells stories — but with a twist; 
it may be a touch of danger or a 
twist of fate. As a result, every 
night ends differently. Maestro 
Improv is $12 for students and 
starts at 8 p.m., and Past Your 
Bedtime is $10 and starts at 10:30 
p.m.

Hate V-Day

Arts Editor
Becca Paterson

artseditor@thereflector.ca

OUT’N
ABOUT

Film: 
A Mighty Wind
Feb. 21, 7 p.m. — Festival Hall
Beat the winter blues by 
lounging on indoor grass 
at Festival Hall — fest style, 
meaning lawn chairs and 
tarps — for a screening 
of Christopher Guest’s 
mockumentary film, A 
Mighty Wind.

Music:
An Evening with Zakk Wylde
Feb. 18, 8 p.m. — Flames 
Central
Guitar legend Zakk Wylde 
of Black Label Society will 
stop in Calgary as a part of 
his 13-city Canadian tour, 
featuring renditions of 
Black Label Society tracks, 
as well as songs off his 
solo album.

Comedy:
Brent Butt 
Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m. — Jack 
Singer Concert Hall
Brent Butt returns to 
Calgary during his “Almost 
a Movie Star” tour. Creator 
of the unprecedented 
success Corner Gas, 
and LEO award winning 
sitcom Hiccups, Butt 
promises a hilarious show. 

Words:
Alan Cumyn
Feb. 25, 11 a.m. — The 
Knuckle
Alan Cumyn, award-
winning author of the The 
Secret Life of Owen Skye 
series, will be visiting MRU 
and speaking Feb. 25. 
Cumyn is among the best 
of Canada’s authors of 
fiction for young readers.

arts
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RED WORDS
Call for submissions
Have something to say?  
Red Words 5th Edition is looking for submissions

Artistic photography,short stories, 
art work, poems,  essays (500 words max).

Submission requirements :  
 

 

send to nsc@samru.ca

students’ association
of mount royal university 

Photo  courtesy: Swift Olliver

Forming in Nov. 2013 after eight years of making music together, Swift Olliver is trying to 
do some good with their recent success.

Swift  
start
MRU band get their start by 
helping others

Getting started as a new band 
is no easy feat — just ask Kayle 
and Even Luft, Mount Royal 
University students and two-
thirds of Swift Olliver.  With 
their friend, Bryden Clarke, 
the Luft brothers — who are 
both in their final semester of 
business degrees — decided 
now is the time to pursue music. 
But for these three, getting their 
band’s name out there isn’t just 
benefitting themselves, but also 
the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
(ACF).

Although only officially 
forming just months ago in 
Nov. 2013, the members of 
Swift Olliver have been making 
music together for over eight 
years. Now that the members 
of the band are nearing the 
end of their time at Mount 
Royal, they decided to make the 
commitment to their music and 
pursue it full time.

“[We are trying to] make it our 
job if that’s possible,” Luft said. 
“So we’re focusing on that now.”

But in getting their band 
started, these three guys saw a 
unique opportunity to give back 
to their community at the same 
time.

“We played a competition at 
Cowboys [which was] kind of 
like our first gig and [we] ended 
up winning that,” said Luft. “It 
was $10,000 in cash and prizes. 
A lot of it was prizes — there was 
only actually like $2,000 in cash 
— so that kind of got us thinking, 
‘What’s the best way to use some 
of the money we won?’

“We already had an album in 
the works and we were already 
paying for that and so we had 
some extra cash and we weren’t 
really sure what would be the 
best way to keep furthering the 
band while using the money in a 
good way.”

After reaching out to other 
sponsors, the members of Swift 
Olliver came up with $10,000 
that they could potentially use 
to donate to their charity of 
choice — the ACF.  For their 
fundraiser, the band decided to 
use a Facebook “like” campaign 
to both raise awareness of their 
band, and the money pledged by 
sponsors, which was a mutually 
beneficial campaign.  For each 
“like” on the band’s Facebook 
page, $1 will be donated to the 
ACF. 

“[We thought] that we could 
do a promotion like this where 
we can help out a charity and 
also promote the band without 
spending money on a marketing 
agency or anything like that,” 
Luft said.

As of this writing, the band 
has 1,649 likes — clearly still a 
long way to go.  Originally, the 
campaign was set to end on Feb. 
10, but they have extended the 
deadline in order to raise as 
much money as possible for the 
ACF, though no exact date has 
been determined.

Musically, their sound is a mix 
of country and alt-rock with a 
soft acoustic feel.  All of their 
tracks are written and produced 
by the band, ensuring that 
their passion and personality 
remains in each, which is a large 
contributing factor to Swift 
Olliver’s great success in such a 
short amount of time.

Their debut album, Sincerely, 
will likely be dropped in 
February. Until then, music 
and updates from Swift Olliver 
are available through the 
band’s official SoundCloud 
and YouTube accounts, their 
Twitter, @swiftolliver, and of 
course, by liking their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
SwiftOlliverBand.

Becca Paterson
Arts Editor
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   DEPARTMENT LEAD

Reflector CRO

The Reflector is seeking a focused and re-
sponsible individual to function as the Chief 
Returning Officer for the Reflector’s Pub-
lishing Editor Election which occurs at the 
end of March 2014. This is a paid position.

For more information, contact the Manag-
ing Editor of The Reflector at 403-440-6268 
or by email at Managing Editor@TheReflec-
tor.ca

Up to $400 CASH Daily

Landscaping

PropertyStarsJobs.com

Q & Arts
Zoe Slusar, co-founder of 
Untitled Productions

Becca Paterson
Arts Editor

Meet Zoe Slusar, a second year 
Anthropology major with a 
minor in Sociology , who spoke 
to the Reflector about her work 
with Untitled Productions, the  
company she co-founded in 
2006.

The Reflector: How did you 
get into video production?

Zoe Slusar: I started acting 
when I was young, and then I 
think that kind of wanting to 
have a say in what roles I was 
playing led to directing and 
then we just got this old video 
camera — my friend and I — 
and we just started doing music 
videos when we were 15.  […] 
And then from music videos 
we started getting into script-
writing, and then making more 
legitimate, beginning-middle-
end story films.  

TR: Can you tell us about 
some of your favourite projects 
that you’ve worked on?

ZS: When we started kind 
of getting into comedy, that’s 
when I was really like, ‘Oh, 
this is awesome!’ because I 
think that comedy is a really 
under-respected genre.  I think 
it should be the thing winning 
Grammies, and I also think that 
female comedians are kind of 
[thought of as] lesser. So I liked 
playing funny roles. We did a 
mockumentary series about 
these two characters who, first 
they made a movie, and then 
they made a rap album. We 
followed these two characters as 
they were trying to bring these 
projects together. I loved doing 
that. 

And then we’ve done a couple 
films that have been in Prairie 
Tales, which is this Alberta film 

festival that happens every year 
[…] We’ve been in that three 
years in a row, and our films 
for that have been some of my 
favourites. We did one about just 
bubbles — like floating through 
small town, rural Alberta scenes. 
And it was awesome because we 
were just like, ‘Let’s do this!’ 
and you can’t direct bubbles 
so we were just like, trying to 
catch those random, awesome 
shots and going with the wind 
currents.  It was just like a fun, 
loose project, and it ended up 
winning awards, so it’s kind 
of like, sometimes the random 
ideas that are spontaneous are 
the best.   

TR: Can you briefly walk us 
through your creative process?

ZS: I think that it’s pretty 
unconventional.  I think that 
what I’ve learned is to just jump 
in.  I’m sure there’s a lot to be 
said for planning and doing 
things diligently on a schedule, 
but the way that I do it is kind 
of like, I get this idea, and then 
if I’m feeling inspired it’s like, 
‘Okay, what do I need to do 
to make this happen?’ so it’s 
kind of like a learn-as-you-go 
kind of process. But something 
that I think goes with that is 
having good equipment […] If 
you have excellent audio and 
a great camera, then it just 
kind of makes you look more 
professional, even if you are just 

jumping in by the seat of your 
pants.

TR: So, if someone were to 
want to get into video production 
— without necessarily having all 
of the best equipment — what is 
your best advice?

ZS: I would say if anyone 
wants to do film independently, 
I would say save up and buy the 
gear. Always. It’s always worth 
it […] You can get set up with a 
good lens for $1200 or $1000, 
which seems like a lot, but then 
you can film corporate gigs and 
everything like that. So I would 
always say buy your own gear. 

TR: How can people find your 
work?

ZS: They can find Untitled 
Productions on Facebook, or 
www.untitledonline.ca is our 
website.  We release passed films 
every other week, and then just 
update on new stuff.

TR: Is there anything else 
you’d like to add?

ZS: We also teach filmmaking 
workshops. So linked with doing 
creative films and workshops, I 
just think that there’s a million 
stories in the world.  Every single 
person deserves a documentary 
made about them in some way, 
or every little idea can turn into 
this amazing two-minute or five-
minute thing that really captures 
one person on YouTube.  In the 

age of video expression now 
with Vimeo and YouTube, I just 
encourage people to make films, 
you know? [Apple] iPhone 
movies are winning at Sundance, 
so it’s like share those stories. 
Film is an awesome thing to play 
with.

Photo: Kaity Brown

Co-founder of Untitled 
Productions, Zoe Slusar 

encourages anyone to  
give filmmaking a shot.

ROSS’ 
RANTS
J.K. Rowling needs 
to put away her 
time-turner

J.K. Rowling is a monumental 
name to readers around the 
world and over the past week 
has inspired a worldwide rage 
over voicing her regret over 
how she finalized the romance 
of the main characters in  
Harry Potter. 

Rowling went viral with com-
ments that Hermione Granger, 
book-smart heroine and female 
inspiration to many, should have 
ended up with the titular hero 
instead of Ron Weasley — who 
is often regarded as the comic 
relief of the three. 

“I wrote the Hermione/Ron 
relationship as a form of wish 
fulfillment. That’s how it was 
conceived, really,” Rowling re-
vealed in an interview with 
Wonderland, which was, guest-
edited by Emma Watson who 
played Granger in the film adap-
tations of the books.

“For reasons that have very 
little to do with literature and 
far more to do with me clinging 
to the plot as I first imagined it, 

Hermione ended up with Ron.”
She then went on about how 

the two would not have made the 
perfect couple (which apparently 
we as readers need to relate to 
our perfect lives) and thus twist-
ed the dagger into the hearts of 
many Harry Potter fans. 

Granger was a character that 
was an inspiration to women 
everywhere. From being self-
reliant, to being the smartest of 
the bunch, she was not one to 
fall into the trap of being solely 
utilized in romantic plots. This, 
among many other admirable 
traits, made her endearing to 
girls — and readers of all gen-
ders. For many of us that grew 
up with the series having a char-

acter to look up to that was also 
a non-romantic heroine was a 
rarity (and still seems to be to 
this day).  

While Rowling didn’t give the 
wedding stamp to Granger and 
Potter, she mentioned they were 
a better fit. To drop this kind of 
bomb on Potter fans seven years 
later seems unnecessary. While 
she has made changes to per-
ceptions about the characters 
before, she has never attempted 
to shed new light on a situation 
that was clearly set in stone — or 
finalized in ink. 

After mixed reception of her 
works since Harry Potter — in-
cluding her work under the pen 
name Robert Galbraith — and 

how much she has invested in 
that universe, it is no surprise 
that it seems as though she’ll 
never be done with it. With a 
new movie set to be coming from 
that world in Fantastic Beasts — 
and surely other surprises I’m 
sure — it seems as though her 
best bet would be to accept all 
the great she has done.  Rowling 
should acknowledge that it 
would be too much of an upset to 
change one of the most iconic fic-
tional worlds we’ve ever known. 

Nathan Ross
Web Editor
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Five talented Calgarians 
have teamed up and formed 
Whiskeyjack, a bluegrass-jazz-
rock influenced folk group, who 
released their first album in 
January titled On the Rise with 
nine tracks — including a cover 
of “House of the Rising Sun.”
On the Rise opens up with 
“There and Back Again,” a 
spine chilling instrumental that 
leads to a catchy beat with well-
crafted lyrics. The bluegrass 
vocals of Megan McMaster 
mixed with gruff chords of 
Aaron Purdy tie together to 

make the track memorable. 
“Love is an Easy Thing to Lose,” 
showcases the musical talents 
of Whiskeyjack, including the 
unforgettable sound of the 
accordion, the country twang 
of a banjo and the vocals of 
McMaster and Purdy. The lyrics 
are a reminder that although 
love is powerful and beautiful, it 
can be easily taken away. 
As a whole, On the Rise is a solid 
showcase of the musical talent 
Calgary has to offer.  

— Hannah Cawsey

The Royal 
Oui 
The Royal Oui
File Under: Music
Score: B

The Royal Oui’s husband 
and wife duo, Ari Shine and 
Adrienne Pierce just released 
their self-titled debut album, 
a follow-up to their first EP, 
Forcast, released in Oct. 2013.
Even with a label backing them, 
The Royal Oui has done all 
of the work themselves, and 
it paid off. With a beautiful 
balance between the soft vocals 
of Shine and Pierce, this album 
thrives on its home-grown, 
simplistic feel, and the love 
song, “True,” is probably the 

best demonstration of that.
“Dirty Snow” is a grittier 
track — but only just — that 
compliments the softness of the 
rest of the album. The album 
finishes off with “Montauk 
(This Is the End),” a breakup 
song that provides a nice 
element of closure.
This album is a strong debut 
for the duo.  If this is only their 
beginning, I would expect much 
more great music to come.

—  Becca Paterson

Funded through a successful 
Indiegogo campaign, Craig 
Cardiff is back with his latest 
release — a two-part double 
disc, Love Is Louder (Than All 
This Noise).  Part 1 is a full 
studio album, while Part 2 is 
comprised of beautiful acoustic 
versions of Part 1 tracks.
Arguably, the best track on the 
release is either version of the 
titular track.  The studio version 
is upbeat, yet still contains the 
calming, folk tones that Cardiff 
is known for. The acoustic 
version is much softer and 
warmer while keeping the same 

feel.  “Father Daughter Dance,” 
also featured on both Part 1 
and 2, is a soft-spoken, track 
about the Father/Daughter 
relationship that just bleeds 
love.
This latest release by Cardiff 
is proof that good things will 
come out of passion and love 
— and he did it all on his own 
terms.  If you’re a fan of folk, 
this album is a must.

—Becca Paterson

Craig Cardiff
Love Is Louder (Than  

All This Noise)  

Pt. 1 & 2

Self-released
Score: A

Whiskeyjack
On the Rise

Self-released
Score: B+

MRU and the Shakespeare Company 
team up for The Winter’s Tale

A real Winter’s Tale

Directed by Natascha Girgis, a 
graduate of the Mount Royal 
theatre program, the Shake-
speare Company and Mount 
Royal University have teamed 
up to present The Winter’s Tale.  
With a cast that includes a selec-
tion of the last students set to 
graduate from the program, the 
show’s run began Feb. 5 at the 
Nickel Theatre.
    Girgis has so far experienced 
much success after graduat-
ing from the theatre program.  
With a long list of acting and 
directoral credits — including 
six seasons with Shakespeare 
in the Park — Girgis is proof of 
the immense talent to come out 
of Mount Royal University’s the-
atre program.

“I started my career as an ac-
tor after graduating from the 
Mount Royal Fine Arts pro-
gram,” said Girgis in a blog post 
on the Shakespeare Company’s 
website. “And have spent the 
past 23 years working across 
Canada. I now return to my 
Alma Mater to direct the last 
students, ever, to graduate from 
the program. 

“I consider it a tremendous 
privilege to be here at its end, a 
full circle of sorts, and to share 
this experience with the next 
generation. Their journey is just 
beginning.”

For those unfamiliar, Shake-

speare’s The Winter’s Tale tells 
the story of Leontes — King 
of Sicily — who puts his wife, 
Hermione, on trial after sus-
pecting that she is having an 
affair with Polixenes — King of 
Bohemia and childhood friend 
to Leontes.  

In his anger, Leontes declares 
the baby that Hermione is car-
rying is illegitimate.  Antigonas, 
loyal friend of Hermione, aban-
dons the baby on the coast of Bo-
hemia after Leontes condemns 
her to death.  Meanwhile, Leon-
tes consults the Oracle of Delphi 
for the truth about his wife’s infi-
delity, but disregards its reading 
when it says that Hermione is 
innocent. He then pays the price 
for disrespecting the Oracle.

If the opening performance 
is any indication, this produc-
tion is sure to be a hit.  Running 
only 120 minutes (compared to 
a usual 4-hour Shakespeare pro-
duction), a lot of the play has 
been trimmed down.  The set is 
also quite minimal, with only a 
small set-up in center-stage to 
create levels within the perfor-
mance, and delicate organza 
hanging from the rafters in the 
second half.  This created a 
backdrop that relies almost en-
tirely on lighting to set the stage 
for each scene.  As a result much 
is left to the imagination of the 
audience — including the infa-

mous bear that appears in the 
stage directions and has puzzled 
many directors of the play.  But 
the production lacks nothing for 
the absense of an intricate stage 
design.  

The mix of experienced and 
student performers did much 
to add to the vibrancy of the 
production; chemistry between 
cast members — student and 
veteran performer — is more 
than evident. Even for those au-
dience members who perhaps 
are not familiar with The Win-
ter’s Tale, or who may not be die-
hard fans of the infamous bard, 
this production is lively and en-
tertaining, and left the audience 
laughing on many occasions. 

Now months since the news 
of the suspension of the Theatre 
Arts Diploma — among many 
others — from Mount Royal,  
Girgis and the rest of the cast 
met every challenge of this par-
ticular production beautifully, 
and made for a truly enjoyable 
performance — which just goes 
to show the huge talent that 
Mount Royal University will lose 
with the end of the Theatre Arts 
Diploma.

The show will run until Feb. 
16, at 7 p.m. with matinee per-
formances on select days as well.  
Tickets are $25 for students.

Becca Paterson 
Arts Editor

Photo courtesy: ATP Live

Natascha Girgis returns to Mount Royal University 23 years after graduating from the  
theatre program to direct the final group of graduates in Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale.
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51 Billion spent on the 
Sochi Games is more 

than all the Winter Olympic 
ever held combined

0 medals won by 
American Shaun 

White

88 countries are 
represented at 

the Sochi, Olympics with 
some first timers including 
Zimbabwe and the Virgin 
Islands

3 Indian athletes 
entered the games as 

Individual Participants but 
India’s flag will fly in Sochi 
after reinstatement Feb. 11

220 proud athletes 
are in Sochi 

representing our country 
and hopes for Canadian 
dominance

3 more Olympic medals 
for speed skater 

Charles Hamelin will make 
him the most decorated 
winter athlete in Canadian 
history

2 back-to-back gold 
medals makes 

Alexandre Bilodeau the 
first person to defend an 
Olympic title in the moguls 
competition

26 players comprise 
the roster of 

Canada’s men’s ice hockey 
team that will attempt to 
win back-to-back golds

Photo courtesy: flickr / davebloggs007

The torch is lit for Sochi
The athletes are what really matters when it comes to the Sochi Winter Olympics

Canada’s  
medal count: 9

as of Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m.

GOLD

4

3

2

SILVER

BRONZE

The XXII Winter Olympic 
Games should be celebrated for 
the games, not condemned for 
the issues surrounding them. 
Canada is predicted to win 
over 30 medals and finish right 
behind our neighbors to the 
south. So with all the success 
from 2010, and the potential 
for 2014 — let’s stop complain-
ing and back our athletes up.

The reading week most post 
secondary students are hav-
ing will offer the opportunity 
to watch the games (between 
reading of course), and take in 
a variety of competition unpar-
alleled in the world.  So keep 
an eye on how Canada is doing 
and embrace the moments our 
athletes win medals, and hope-
fully maintain our reputation 
as one of the top winter sport 
countries in the world.

Let’s take a look at Canada’s 
success so far.

Dufour-Lapointe 
Sisters (Gold, Silver)

It didn’t take long for Canada 
to strike gold and silver in So-
chi, but the way it happened 
is something special. Justine, 
Chloe and Maxime are the 
three Dufour-Lapointe sisters,  
who represented Canada in 
women’s moguls Feb. 8.  Two 
sisters walked away with gold 
and silver and a third made 
it to the second-last round of 
12 skiers, which are amazing 
achievements.  Justine and 
Chloe now join French ski-
ers Marieele and Christine 
Goitschel, and Austrian lugers 
Doris and Angelika Neuner, on 
the short list of sisters to win 

Olympic gold and silver in the 
same event.

Men’s and Women’s 
Ice Dance Free Skate 
(Silver)

Canada headed into the final 
day of competition Feb 9, when 
the men’s, women’s and ice 
dance free skate were contest-
ed. Kevin Reynolds, known for 
his ability to execute complex 
jumps with ease, landed three 
quads with near-perfect preci-
sion in the team men’s free 
skate. His Russian counterpart, 
the veteran Evgeny Plushenko, 
only attempted one quad se-
curing Canada the silver.

Men’s Ski Slopestyle 
(Bronze)

Mark McMorris of Regina 
won bronze Feb. 8 in the men’s 
snowboard slopestyle event on 
Day 1 of the games. McMor-
ris was a gold-medal favourite 
leading up to the Games before 
he suffered a setback when he 
fractured a rib two weeks ago 
at the X-Games in Aspen, Colo. 
A disappointing qualifying 
round in Sochi forced him to 
compete in the semifinal ear-
lier Saturday in order to earn a 
spot in the final.

McMorris fell on the landing 
of his final jump in the open-
ing run of the final and scored 
33.75 points. He needed a 
strong second run to land on 
the podium, and the 20-year-
old delivered with a score of 
88.75.

Men’s 1500 m  
Short Track (Gold)

Charles Hamelin has now got 
himself three gold medals as 
of Feb. 10. That lifts the short-
track speed skater into a tie 

with his idol, Mark Gagnon, as 
the most golden clad Canadian 
Olympian ever in individual 
events. The 29-year-old from 
Montreal did it the afternoon 
of Feb. 10 in his least dominant 
event.

Men’s Freestyle Skiing 
(Gold)

Concordia student Alexan-
dre Bilodeau made history at 
the Winter Games when he 
became the first person ever to 
successfully defend an Olym-
pics title in the moguls compe-
tition.

The 26-year-old, who studies 
accounting at the John Molson 
School of Business, went all 
out during the six-man final, 
executing a near-flawless run 
and earning Canada’s third 
gold medal at the 2014 Games 
with a score.

Women’s Ski Slopestyle 
(Gold, Bronze)

Canada’s Dara Howell 
won the gold medal and Kim 
Lamarre took bronze in the 
women’s ski slopestyle event 
Feb. 11.

Howell, 19, of Huntsville, 
Ont., posted a stellar score of 
94.2 to take a commanding 
lead after the first of two final 
runs, and it held up.

Lamarre, from Quebec City, 
crashed on her first run and 
needed a score higher than 
77.0 to win a medal. The 
25-year-old put it all on the 
line in her second run and de-
livered, scoring 85.0 to win the 
bronze.

Bobby Danger Jones
Sports Editor
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MRU STUDENTS! 

Your 
Students’  

Association 
needs some 
feedback!

Tell us how we’re doing 
in our online survey!

Receive a coupon for 
10% off at The Hub or 
The Wycked Deli!  

a grand prize of

PLUS YOU COULD WIN

$1,000www.samru.ca

Scan the code or 
visit us online!

Your Students’ Association: 
Bringing you the ultimate student experience samruBuzz

Mental Distractions
SudokuCrossword

Across
1 Mineral used as a gem
6 Tattled
10 Swedish auto
14 “Goodnight” girl
15 Dedicated to the ___ Love
16 Up to it
17 Actor Quinn
18 Heaps
19 Sphere
20 Genuine
21 Abnormal fear of drafts
23 Pen name
25 Ceremonial prayer
26 “Fancy that!”
27 Surgery souvenirs
29 Examine account books
32 Compel
33 Quattro minus uno
36 Blueprint detail
37 Monetary unit of India
38 Lumpy fuel
39 Metal container used for frying
40 Plant anew
41 Fenced areas
42 More pleasant
43 Coop denizen
44 Institution for teaching
47 Teachers in habits
51 Amounts
54 And others, briefly
55 Impulse
56 Christmas song
57 Gettysburg general
58 Words of comprehension
59 British nobleman
60 Following
61 Curve
62 Numbered rds.
63 Orgs.

Down
1 Ornamental coronet

2 Bay window
3 Foot-operated lever
4 Involving Plato’s cave, e.g.?
5 Meditative sect
6 Clan symbol
7 ___ about (approximately)
8 Carson’s successor
9 Translocate
10 Wooden shoes
11 Addis ___
12 Exhausted
13 Fasten, at sea
21 Answer to a sea captain
22 Bring on board
24 Can be used to catch fish or 

surf!
27 Deep sleep
28 Ship’s company
29 Nile biter
30 Put ___ fight
31 TV room
32 Melt together
33 Craggy hill
34 Far out!
35 Golfer Ernie
37 Easy chair
38 Water-bottles
40 Public disturbance
41 Affirmative reply
42 Don’t bother

43 Towel word
44 Small firework
45 Swearword
46 Broadway actress Uta
47 Vends
48 Les ___-Unis
49 Hazardous gas
50 Oodles
52 Exactly
53 Able was ___...
57 Actress Farrow

© BestCrosswords.com

Medium

Easy

2 7 5 3

5 4 7 6

1 3 7 9

3 7

5 7 9

4 1

4 6 9 8

8 7 4 1

9 3 6 4

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.40)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Mon Feb 10 20:30:47 2014 GMT. Enjoy!

1 2 3 4 5 5 6 7 8 9 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 15 16 16

17 18 18 19 19

20 21 21 22

23 24 24 25

26 27 28 26 27 28 32 33 34

29 30 31 32 39 33 34 35

36 39 37 41 38

39 40 43 41

46 42 43 50

44 45 46 52 49 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

5 1 6

8 3 5

6 2 5 9

7 3 2 4

1 8 5

6 1 7 8

5 7 1 6

7 2 8

9 4 2

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.48)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Mon Feb 10 20:30:59 2014 GMT. Enjoy!



February 13, 2014 • the reflector 15

Cougars split two-game series with Dinos; 
men still in the playoff hunt
CIS West record attendance smashes 
previous record set in 2013 

Bobby Danger Jones
Sports Editor

The Mount Royal Cougars 
men’s hockey team defeated 
the University of Calgary Dinos 
at the Scotiabank Saddledome 
on Feb. 7 in the second annual 
Crowchild Classic by a score 
of 4-3. Chris Collins (2) and 
Walter Wintoneak tallied for the 
Dinos, while Devin Gannon (2), 
Matthew Brown (1) and Cody 
Cartier (1) lit the lamp for the 
Cougs.

A sea of red and blue filled 
the stands of the Saddledome 
as the game set a Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport (CIS) reg-
ular season attendance record, 
with 6,016 spectators passing 
through the gates. You could feel 
the new sense of unity amongst 
Mount Royal fans, alumni and 
staff.

There was a lot on the line 

for the Cougars besides repeat-
ing last year’s success. Any two 
points this time of year are cru-
cial, especially for the Cougars, 
as the UBC Thunderbirds were 
only two points behind Mount 
Royal heading into the game for 
the final playoff spot.

The first period was a fast 
paced, hard hitting affair with 
solid scoring chances at both 
ends. The Cougars were the first 
to cash in on an opportunity 
at the 15:53 mark of the first. 
Gannon sent a sweet feed to 
Brown, and he buried his 10th 
goal of the season. The Dinos 
were quick to respond when, 
less than a minute later, forward 
Wintoneak fired a quick wrister 
from the slot and beat Mount 
Royal’s Dalyn Flette low glove 
side.

The Cougars quickly re-
bounded thanks to a one-man 
effort from Devin Gannon, who 
out-skated Dinos D-man Cory 
Pritz, stripped goaltender Kris 
Lazaruk, and easily buried the 
wrap-around. Gannon was also 
instrumental in the Cougars 
third goal setting up Cody Cartier 
for his 13th of the season.

After replacing goaltender 
Lazaruk with Jacob De Serres 
for the start of the second period, 

the Dinos regained their compo-
sure and the Cougars were con-
tent to play conservatively and 
hold on to their lead. The second 
period had few scoring chances 
for either team. 

The conservative play contin-
ued for the majority of the third 
until Cody Cartier was sent to the 
box for tripping and Dinos for-
ward Chris Collins cashed in on 
the ensuing power-play — pull-
ing the Dinos within one, which 
ignited the U of C faithful.

With the Dinos buzzing, the 
Cougars were able to stay the 
course until the seven second 
mark when Chris Collins set up 
Taylor Stefishen for the tying 
goal. It was off to overtime.

As fast as Dinos fans were up, 
they were sat back down when 

Kevin King took an undisciplined 
and rare overtime penalty in his 
own end, crosschecking Matthew 
Brown, setting up a four-on-three 
scenario. 

On the power play, the old 
hockey adage “just put it on the 
net and anything can happen” 
reigned true as Matthew Brown 
threw it on net and the puck de-
flected off Devin Gannon beating 
the Dinos’ goalie for the win. 

The Mount Royal fans in the 
building erupted, and sent out 
the Cougars with a chorus of 
“M-R-U” chants. The win seemed 
to unify Mount Royal’s fans. The 
marketing, prizes, swag, trans-
portation to and from the game 
and the entire experience was a 
complete success for the Cougars 
athletic department.

The Cougars fell to the Dinos 
Feb. 8, and need to pick up two 
wins in their final two games 
against Lethbridge in a home 
and home series Feb. 14 at the 
Flames Community Arena, and 
in Lethbridge on Feb. 15 

Photo: Albina Khouzina

Overtime thriller: Cougar men upset third-ranked Dinos.

Reflector Cougar of the Week
Devin Gannon has played 26 games with 11 goals, 16 
assists, and 27 points for the Cougars hockey team

What is your  
biggest source of  
motivation?
My family and the goals I have 
for myself.

Favourite workout 
track?
Any song by Eminem.

What did you want 
to be when you  
were little?
I wanted to be a pilot.

Who is a “hero” in 
your life and why?
My father, just from what he’s 
taught me and he’s just the guy 
who I look up to.

Describe yourself as 
a player?
Hard-working.

Ultimate career 
goal?
To play professional hockey.

DEVIN GANNON

HOCKEY

9 Photo: Albina Khouzina

The Crowchild Classic was a roaring success as the MRU 
Cougars and U of C Dinos went claw to paw at the ‘dome.

Photo: Albina Khouzina
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From Russia spending $51 bil-
lion, to Putin stating, “there are 
no gay people in Russia,” this 
year’s Olympics in Sochi have 
been mired in controversy.  On 
Jan. 27, Mount Royal University 
hosted a panel of Olympic ex-
perts to explore the political 
and social issues surround-
ing the Sochi Olympics. The 
panel — Kristina Groves, Mark 
Tewksbury and Dr. David Legg 
— shared their insider views, 
stories and experiences on the 
politics behind sport and the 
Sochi Olympics. 

Kristina Groves, a decorated 
and recently retired Olympic 
speed skater, talked about what 
it was like to compete dur-
ing the bribery-ridden 2002 
Olympic Winter Games in Salt 
Lake City. She said as an athlete 
she didn’t think much about the 
politics surrounding the games 
because she was “consumed 
with the whole point of the be-
ing an athlete — being the best 
in the world.” Since retirement, 
Groves explained that she might 

have had a “willful ignorance” 
towards the issues of 2002 that 
were surrounding her, but that 
some athletes do this as a “self-
preservation method” to main-
tain focus. 

Should athletes ignore the 
sensitive issues surrounding 
the games? Mark Tewksbury, 
a LGBTQ advocate and former 
Canadian Olympian said, “it is 
not an athletes’ job to be to a 
politician, but it is an athletes’ 
job to compete.” 

Tewksbury went on to explain 
that we shouldn’t expect Sochi’s 
athletes to speak out about the 
politics in sport, but we should 
expect the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to say some-
thing. He explained that the IOC 
was escaping public scrutiny and 
had no accountability for select-
ing the host city in a country 
that, in his opinion, violated hu-
man rights.   

Will accusations of LGBTQ dis-
crimination, corruption scandals, 
and terrorist threats attached to 
the 2014 Sochi Olympics dis-
credit the entire event itself? Dr. 
David Legg, current member of 
Canada’s Paralympic Committee 
and MRU professor, said, “poli-

tics in sports isn’t necessarily a 
bad thing. There are a lot of good 
that can come out of it.” 

He explained that controver-
sial sporting events, like the 
Sochi Olympics, raise awareness 
towards sensitive and political 
issues and have the potential to 
create social change.  Sports and 
politics will always be brought to 
the forefront during the Olympic 
Games and other international 
competitions because they offer 
a look inside the host’s culture, 
positive or not.

Inside the 
issues  
of Sochi
The politics of sport

Amanda Ducheminsky
Contributor
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Panelists Mark Tewksbury, Kristina Groves and David Legg 
spoke at MRU on Jan. 27. An athlete’s job is to compete, 
not to be a politician, Tewksbury said.

An MRU panel of experts 
and former athletes  

weigh-in on the Sochi 
Olympic Games
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